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MASTHEAD

ON THE COVER

These nondescript metal doors mark the entrance
to the synagogue on Flower Street in Kabul, the

last surviving synagogue in Afghanistan. It ceased
to function in a meaningful way years ago, but until

the first week in September of this year, it was
the home of Zvulun Simantov, the last Jew of

Afghanistan, who has now taken refuge in New
York. Mr. Simantov is a colorful and controversial
figure, but his departure was the final episode in
the history of a 2,000-year-old community that

was both numerous and influential. 

We are now involved in the massive project to
resettle Afghan refugees who served American

forces prior to their departure. Please see
Rabbi Kaiman’s article on page 8 in this issue.
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MILESTONES
  IN MEMORIAM

Marden David Paru
Husband of Joan Kemeny Paru

Son of the late Rabbi Isaac and Edith Paru

Les Weston
Husband of Carla Weston

Marty Bernstein
Son of the late Lenny Bernstein

Frances Jacobson
Sister of Ada Jacobson Middlebrook

Alice Roth

  MAZAL TOV

To Dr. Sheldon and Molly Berger, on the recent engage-
ment of their son Michael, to Erica Nedelman, daughter of 
Michael and Laurie Nedelman of Farmington Hills, Michi-
gan. The couple currently resides in Chicago, Illinois. 

Good news to share? Please write us at info@bnaiemu-
nah.com so that we can draw our congregational community 
still closer together.

  GRATITUDE

Or deep thanks to the Brouse-Windland Family for its 
support of Sukkot Dinner at the Synagogue. Coming to-
gether outdoors was a great relief and a promise of things 
to come. Despite the pandemic, we managed to accomplish 
eight different gatherings for our members and friends that 
restored a sense of living in three dimensions once again. 
Thanks again to the Brouses and to everyone who helped 
make this happen.
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
    TWO RABBIS AND...TWO RABBIS AND...

Every Friday, October 1, 8, 15, 2, 29 at 11:00 a.m.Every Friday, October 1, 8, 15, 2, 29 at 11:00 a.m. Rabbis  Rabbis 
Kaiman and Fitzerman convene a weekly conversation to Kaiman and Fitzerman convene a weekly conversation to 
foreground news of the day, interview special guests, and foreground news of the day, interview special guests, and 
talk about ideas relevant to Jewish community life. It’s an talk about ideas relevant to Jewish community life. It’s an 
ongoing conversation about our shared journey in a diverse, ongoing conversation about our shared journey in a diverse, 
multicultural Jewish world. Join us on Zoom at multicultural Jewish world. Join us on Zoom at 918 583 7121918 583 7121  
for the recording. The resulting podcast is available on Spo-for the recording. The resulting podcast is available on Spo-
tify, iTunes, and the Synagogue website.tify, iTunes, and the Synagogue website.

    SHABBAT TOGETHERSHABBAT TOGETHER
Every Friday, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 5:30 p.m.Every Friday, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 5:30 p.m. The por- The por-
tal moments of candle lighting, kiddush, and the first bite tal moments of candle lighting, kiddush, and the first bite 
of challah, remind us that Shabbat is an ideal time to enjoy of challah, remind us that Shabbat is an ideal time to enjoy 
time in each other’s company. Shabbat Together is a short, time in each other’s company. Shabbat Together is a short, 
digital gathering where we take a few moments to connect digital gathering where we take a few moments to connect 
with the whole community as we enter Shabbat. We hope with the whole community as we enter Shabbat. We hope 
that this experience will be especially meaningful to those that this experience will be especially meaningful to those 
who are mourning a loved one or observing the anniversary who are mourning a loved one or observing the anniversary 
of a loss (yahrtzeit). We’ll conclude everything in time for of a loss (yahrtzeit). We’ll conclude everything in time for 
you to enjoy a Shabbat meal at home. Synagogue Zoom you to enjoy a Shabbat meal at home. Synagogue Zoom 
Room, Meeting ID:Room, Meeting ID:  918 583 7121918 583 7121..

    PANIM EL PANIM AND B’YACHAD PANIM EL PANIM AND B’YACHAD 
Every Saturday, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 at 9:30 a.m. Our 
tradition speaks of the special power that exists when people 
gather together for prayer. Panim el Panim is a live broad-
cast service on Zoom led by Rabbis Fitzerman and Kaiman. 
Rooted in the traditional practice of the Synagogue, we fo-
cus on the concerns of the liturgy, Torah study, and offering 
prayer for those in need of healing. Our handbook is Siddur 
Eit Ratzon, a fully transliterated presentation of the Shab-
bat morning service with expert commentary and guidance. 
Shabbat Yachad is a COVID-safe gathering in the Syna-
gogue Sanctuary marking our incremental return to life in 
three dimensions. We’ll be digital on October 2, 16, and 30, 
and three- dimensional on October 9 and 23. To take part 
in the digital celebration, join us in our Synagogue Zoom 
Room, Meeting ID: 918 583 7121. To participate in Shabbat 
Yachad, please make your reservation at tulsagogue.com. 

       BAKER’S DOZEN EVERY MONDAY BAKER’S DOZEN EVERY MONDAY
Every Monday between noon and 5:30 p.m. Our cook-
ie-baking program is back and we are eager for new bakers! 
As COVID-19 cases rise, we are collecting cookies, bars, and 
single-serve baked goods and delivering them immediately 

to frontline workers around the city. All are invited to par-
ticipate and any gift in any amount is appreciated. Please 
wear a mask and deliver your cookies to the designated table 
at the Synagogue entrance on Mondays from 12:00 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Natalie 
Shaver at nshaver@bnaiemunah.com.

9, 23           BAR MITZVAH CELEBRATIONS  BAR MITZVAH CELEBRATIONS
We’re happy to announce the coming celebrations in hon-We’re happy to announce the coming celebrations in hon-
or of Gavin Zelkind on October 9 at 9:30 a.m. and Brock or of Gavin Zelkind on October 9 at 9:30 a.m. and Brock 
Taubman on October 23 at 6:30 p.m. Both young men have Taubman on October 23 at 6:30 p.m. Both young men have 
been preparing for bar mitzvah for the past year. Please see been preparing for bar mitzvah for the past year. Please see 
the two articles elsewhere in this edition of the the two articles elsewhere in this edition of the MessengerMessenger..

14         BLATT BLATT ++ BLUE: THE JAZZ SINGER BLUE: THE JAZZ SINGER
What do we do with a classic film that tackles key issues of What do we do with a classic film that tackles key issues of 
belonging and identity but packages those questions in a belonging and identity but packages those questions in a 
deeply problematic way? These matters will be up for dis-deeply problematic way? These matters will be up for dis-
cussion on October 14, when Blatt cussion on October 14, when Blatt ++ Blue tackles Al Jolson’s  Blue tackles Al Jolson’s 
The Jazz Zinger. See article elsewhere in this issue. Starting The Jazz Zinger. See article elsewhere in this issue. Starting 
time is 7:00 p.m. and the Zoom access number is time is 7:00 p.m. and the Zoom access number is 918 583 918 583 
7121.7121.

18       INTRO: ROUND 3  INTRO: ROUND 3
Every Monday beginning October 18 until November 22 at Every Monday beginning October 18 until November 22 at 
7:30 p.m.7:30 p.m. Rabbi Kaiman continues with the third unit of his  Rabbi Kaiman continues with the third unit of his 
Introduction to Judaism course for the whole community. Introduction to Judaism course for the whole community. 
The class is open to all students, including those considering The class is open to all students, including those considering 
conversion, adult learners looking for deeper understand-conversion, adult learners looking for deeper understand-
ing, those with Jewish spouses or extended family, and high ing, those with Jewish spouses or extended family, and high 
school students involved in interfaith relations. Sessions school students involved in interfaith relations. Sessions 
loop through the entire calendar year and each session is loop through the entire calendar year and each session is 
self-contained. Please make contact with Rabbi Kaiman at self-contained. Please make contact with Rabbi Kaiman at 
rdk@bnaiemunah.comrdk@bnaiemunah.com to register for this course. to register for this course.

21       BRAIDING WITH BRAE  BRAIDING WITH BRAE
Why do we braid challah? To make it beautiful. Our own Why do we braid challah? To make it beautiful. Our own 
Brae Riley is a talented braiding artist who regularly shares Brae Riley is a talented braiding artist who regularly shares 
his accomplished artistry during our Zoom celebrations. his accomplished artistry during our Zoom celebrations. 
For this workshop, Brae will help us develop our skills and For this workshop, Brae will help us develop our skills and 
deepen our bread braiding toolkit. Contact Natalie Shaver deepen our bread braiding toolkit. Contact Natalie Shaver 
at at nshaver@bnaiemunah.comnshaver@bnaiemunah.com to reserve free challah dough  to reserve free challah dough 
for curbside pick-up the afternoon of this experience, or feel for curbside pick-up the afternoon of this experience, or feel 
free to make your favorite dough and have it ready for braid-free to make your favorite dough and have it ready for braid-
ing along with us. We’ll put it in our home ovens and have ing along with us. We’ll put it in our home ovens and have 
fresh challah for Shabbat.fresh challah for Shabbat.

3

Yahrtzeits
Our next session will take place on Wednesday

June 3 at 5:00 p.m. You'll find us at
Zoom with this ID: 918-583-7121

(continued on page 5)(continued on page 5)
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FROM RABBI FITZERMAN
  HAITI

Because grand-scale crisis is the order of the day, we barely Because grand-scale crisis is the order of the day, we barely 
have time to think about the one in front of us before we are have time to think about the one in front of us before we are 
slammed, head on, by the next that crosses the centerline of slammed, head on, by the next that crosses the centerline of 
the highway. The earthquake that struck Haiti in the middle of the highway. The earthquake that struck Haiti in the middle of 
August killed almost as many people as were murdered in the August killed almost as many people as were murdered in the 
leveling of the World Trade Center towers, yet that story was leveling of the World Trade Center towers, yet that story was 
buried almost as soon as it happened. I wouldn’t be thinking about buried almost as soon as it happened. I wouldn’t be thinking about 
it now if it were not for the cruelties that collected around the it now if it were not for the cruelties that collected around the 
encampment of fleeing Haitians under the highway overpass encampment of fleeing Haitians under the highway overpass 
in Del Rio, Texas.in Del Rio, Texas.

This administration was supposed to be better than the last, This administration was supposed to be better than the last, 
at least on questions having to do with immigration. And I’ll say at least on questions having to do with immigration. And I’ll say 
flatly that it is, but you wouldn’t know it from the images that flatly that it is, but you wouldn’t know it from the images that 
were broadcast in the middle of September. Fourteen thousand were broadcast in the middle of September. Fourteen thousand 
people huddled under a bridge is a whole lot of desperate mi-people huddled under a bridge is a whole lot of desperate mi-
grants, along with the squalor that inevitably accumulates when grants, along with the squalor that inevitably accumulates when 
terrified human beings try to make a shelter for themselves in terrified human beings try to make a shelter for themselves in 
terrible circumstances. That overpass was a kind of sukkah in terrible circumstances. That overpass was a kind of sukkah in 
the middle of our celebration of Sukkot, but without the beauty, the middle of our celebration of Sukkot, but without the beauty, 
air, and lightness of the holiday we celebrated. air, and lightness of the holiday we celebrated. 

And then there was the matter of Federal agents on horse-And then there was the matter of Federal agents on horse-
back. Whether or not they used the reins of their horses to whip back. Whether or not they used the reins of their horses to whip 
displaced Haitians back across the border to Mexico, it is simply displaced Haitians back across the border to Mexico, it is simply 
unconscionable to treat human beings like cattle. In fact, it is unconscionable to treat human beings like cattle. In fact, it is 
frequently unconscionable to treat cattle like cattle, but I’ll leave frequently unconscionable to treat cattle like cattle, but I’ll leave 
that hobbyhorse for another day. What we saw, once again, was that hobbyhorse for another day. What we saw, once again, was 
the disposability of unprivileged human beings and the default the disposability of unprivileged human beings and the default 
inhumanity to which brown and black people are subjected.inhumanity to which brown and black people are subjected.

The administration was right to apologize immediately, and The administration was right to apologize immediately, and 
to name its behavior as cruel and unusual. But this is not an to name its behavior as cruel and unusual. But this is not an 
instance of instance of dayaynudayaynu. Far into the future, people who live in . Far into the future, people who live in 
intolerable circumstances will find their way to our border and intolerable circumstances will find their way to our border and 
ask for relief. Some people with hearts of stone will want to ask for relief. Some people with hearts of stone will want to 
militarize the crossing points and hide behind sound bites like militarize the crossing points and hide behind sound bites like 
a country’s legitimate right to define its citizenry. I’ll acknowl-a country’s legitimate right to define its citizenry. I’ll acknowl-
edge the abstract rightness of that claim and point to fact that edge the abstract rightness of that claim and point to fact that 
it is usually a mask for red-meat, populist, hyper-nationalism. it is usually a mask for red-meat, populist, hyper-nationalism. 

Whatever happens next, would-be immigrants have to be Whatever happens next, would-be immigrants have to be 
treated with dignity in arrangements that would likely cost a treated with dignity in arrangements that would likely cost a 
fraction of the bill for a cockamamie wall. That means food, fraction of the bill for a cockamamie wall. That means food, 
housing, toilets, education for children, diapers, and the basic housing, toilets, education for children, diapers, and the basic 
necessities of refugee life. And then we have to give hard, sus-necessities of refugee life. And then we have to give hard, sus-
tained thought to the right thing under the circumstances. Isn’t tained thought to the right thing under the circumstances. Isn’t 
abject misery and collapse of government and essential services abject misery and collapse of government and essential services 
in one’s home country a legitimate reason to seek citizenship in one’s home country a legitimate reason to seek citizenship 
elsewhere? Haven’t impoverished Haitians endured enough?elsewhere? Haven’t impoverished Haitians endured enough?

We will be judged not on how we treat our kinsmen, but how we We will be judged not on how we treat our kinsmen, but how we 
welcome the stranger. I pray that we will not be judged harshly.welcome the stranger. I pray that we will not be judged harshly.

SEPTEMBER [CONTINUED]
(continued from page 3)(continued from page 3)

24     REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT ORIENTATIONREFUGEE RESETTLEMENT ORIENTATION
The Synagogue is now moving forward as part of the feder-
al effort to resettle refugees in the U.S. Please attend this 
orientation with Rabbi Kaiman to debrief on the contours of 
this program and our partnership with Catholic Charities and 
HIAS, the oldest Jewish agency involved in refugee relief. It 
takes months to be credentialed as a receiving organization 
and the effort requires a high level of community organization 
and support. All Jewish community volunteers are welcome to 
this introductory session. The session will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
on Zoom at 918 583 7121.

24     TO+GATHER: LIONS, TIGERS, AND BEARSTO+GATHER: LIONS, TIGERS, AND BEARS
Our Sunday morning program for families with children under 
four is back in person! Families are invited to join us at 10:30 
a.m. in the garden south of the Synagogue for a morning of 
story, song, movement, craft and snack. This month we’ll focus 
on the story of Noah and the ark and our responsibilities to 
care for animals in our world. Please be in touch with Morah 
Sara at slevitt@bnaiemunah.com to hold your spot or for 
questions.

29     SHABBAT FOR EVERYONESHABBAT FOR EVERYONE
We are back on schedule with an outdoor Shabbat meal to cel-
ebrate the beginning of cooler fall weather. We’ll begin with a 
festive meal and continue with the music and words of cele-
bration. Please make your reservations on the Synagogue web-
site at www.tulsagogue.com

Braden Riley

Aida Nozick (Leah and Daniel)

Dr. Daniel and Madisen Stegman (Nadav)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

 

HIGH HOLIDAY HIGH HOLIDAY 
SERMONS ARE NOW SERMONS ARE NOW 
ON THE SYNAGOGUEON THE SYNAGOGUE

WEBSITEWEBSITE



Blatt & Blue

THE SYNAGOGUE SERIES ON

 Jewish Cinema and TelevIsion

HosteD by David Blatt and Alice Blue
ZOOM ROOM ID: 918 583 7121

THE JAZZ SINGER
THE OCTOBER Selection:

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, at 7:00 p.m.



  OUR GROWING COMMUNITY

We’re delighted to note the affiliation of these new house-
holds with the Synagogue. As our congregational family con-
tinues to grow, we hope that you will look for these new faces 
and make one and all feel welcome and at home!

Andy Cagle

Ilana Shushansky and Dr. Vanessa Boshuizen

Larry and Jolie Shushansky

Andrew and Leslie Markman

If you meet anyone who is looking for a congregational 
home, please make contact with Rabbi Kaiman at rdk@bnaie-
munah.com, or Membership Chair Steve Aberson at saber-
son@gmail.com. We would be glad to make personal contact 
in short order. 

6

Questions about membership?

WRITE RABBI DAN KAIMAN 
rdk@BNAIEMUNAH.COM

OR STEVE ABERSON
saberson@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERSBAR MITZVAH

PRACTICAL MATTERS
  HOSPITALS

The big issue in the local hospital community is the influx 
of COVID patients and the difficulty of finding space and 
personnel. Because of the transmissability concern, visits also 
have been severely controlled. 

The other matter of concern is privacy. While highly desir-
able in and of itself, it means that we are no longer getting reg-
ular updates on hospital admissions. That is especially true at 
St. Francis and Hillcrest. We are working to resolve this ques-
tion, but please assume that if you are admitted to the hospi-
tal, there is a strong likelihood that we will not automatically 
know about this at the Synagogue. If you would like to be listed 
on our Hospital Roster, please call (918) 583-7121.

  GAVIN MICHAEL ZELKIND

Gavin Michael Zelkind, son of Dr. Garrett and Deborah Zel-
kind, will become a Bar Mitzvah on October 9th, 2021. 

Gavin is an eighth grader at Jenks Middle School. He par-
ticipated in the North Central Directors Association Honor 
Band playing trumpet and is an active Boy Scout. He enjoys 
traveling, camping and spending time with family and friends.

Gavin has attended Bnai Emunah Sunday school, Hebrew 
Language Lab and is looking forward to Midrasha beginning 
this year. He has been a Camp Shalom camper for nine years 
and most recently a Counselor-In-Training. 

Gavin has three siblings, Nathan (22), Joshua (15) and Ma-
son (9). He is the grandson of Joe Kleiner and Judy Kleiner 
(of blessed memory) of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Dr Glen and Bobbie 
Zelkind of Aurora, Colorado; and Bennie Zelkind of Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Due to the pandemic, in October of 2020, Gavin led ser-
vices and chanted his Haftorah from home. He is looking for-
ward to the opportunity to lead services in person surrounded 
by family and friends. Preparations for his Bar Mitzvah have 
been led by Greg Raskin and Sara Levitt. The community is 
invited to join the Zelkind family for services at 9:30a.m. on 
Zoom in the Synagogue Zoom Room. The meeting ID is 918 
583 7121
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SPECIAL EVENTSFROM MORAH SARA LEVITT
 BLATT+BLUE: “TJAZZ SINGER”  ON OCTOBER 14

Al Jolson’s “The Jazz Singer” may be the most famous 
film you’ve never seen. Released in 1927, it was the first 
feature-length “talkie,” with both music and dialogue em-
bedded in the film. The story is a classic immigration tale 
about young Jakie Rabinowitz who breaks with his father, 
a fourth-generation cantor eager to see him shoulder the 
sacred calling of his family. Jakie is drawn instead to music 
of the era and seeks a career on Broadway.

Filmed by director Alan Crosland, the film is deeply sen-
timental and, in our own era, highly problematic, setting up 
questions about appropriation, stereotyping, and the place 
of minorities, including Jews and African-Americans in 
American culture. It deserves a careful conversation about 
the power of film to create moments of both meaning and 
discordance.

The Synagogue’s ongoing program on Jewish cinema and 
television will take up these issues on the evening of Thurs-
day, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the next edition of Blatt + 
Blue. For the last eighteen months, this series has featured 
film and television enthusiasts David Blatt and Alice Blue, 
who begin each session with a summary of the featured ma-
terial. It means that you’ll be able to follow the conversation 
even if you have to delay your viewing of the film itself. Af-
ter that, it’s questions and comments from the Zoom Room 
audience.

The film is available for a small fee on Amazon Prime and 
can be viewed at your convenience. The discussion group will 
gather in the Synagogue Zoom Room at 918 583 7121, and 
the session will conclude at 8:00 p.m. If there is a film you’d 
like to see in these sessions in the future, please reach out to 
Natalie Shaver, Synagogue Program Director, at nshaver@
bnaiemunah.com.

INTRO
Thinking about joining the Jewish community?

Deepening your knowledge about Judaism?
This is Rabbi Kaiman’s inter-denominational
Introduction to Judaism Course for the whole

community.Please write him at 
rdk@bnaiemunah.com for details. 

 THE EAR WORM

It was the first beautiful day in Tulsa and the first full day 
of Sukkot when we spent most of the day playing outside in 
the Sukkah in our backyard. Our two-and-a-half-year-old, 
Lior, was riding his balance bike around the yard and singing 
under his breath a song we had been singing at ShulSchool 
days before. Hear God, Touch God, Taste God, I heard him 
singing as he made circles around our Sukkah. 

My Jewish educator’s heart skipped a beat outside of my 
parental pride in my child singing beloved Jewish songs. 
Our youngest student had done the thing we always hoped 
for. He took what he learned and heard and felt on Sunday 
morning at his Synagogue and brought it home. 

I know, however, that Lior is not the only child making 
these connections. Time and time again, I hear from parents 
who want to know the lyrics to Jewish songs because they 
want to sing with their child or play them at their home or 
learn more about what their children are singing on the car 
ride home. 

These moments—the connections our children make be-
tween the musical ear worms in their brains and Jewish val-
ues, stories, holidays, and more—are what we as Jewish ed-
ucators and parents dream of. As the pandemic lifts and we 
continue to figure out how to live safely with this virus, we’re 
looking to bring back and expand our youth music programs. 

Please look out for the revival of Zemer, our Youth Choir, 
and the addition of student musicians to the Zemer band. 
In the meantime, you too can listen to the music of Shul-
School by finding our playlist on Spotify entitled The Music 
of ShulSchool.

Still shot  fromfrom The Jazz Singer



FROM RABBI KAIMAN 
 ALAYNU: IT’S UPON US

I’m typically not one for big shows of emotion, but several 
times over the past several weeks, I’ve been brought to tears 
by gestures of generosity and self-sacrifice in support of our 
efforts in the area of refugee resettlement. In response to this 
new endeavor, the financial contributions, offers of meals, 
apartments, and almost anything else have been truly over-
whelming. I’ve tried to respond to every email, but I know 
some remain unanswered. I’ll be doing my best to keep up, but 
what has been proven true already is something I sensed was 
the case all along. Refugee resettlement is an ideal project for 
our Synagogue community.

We’re now deeper into our relationship with HIAS (the He-
brew Immigrant Aid Society). With every week, we’re learning 
more and more about the contours of what our resettlement 
office will look like when we’re “up and running.” Of course, 
there’s still plenty to do, but we’re also waiting to see exactly 
how things will play out. One of my mentors in refugee re-
settlement keeps telling me that this is a “hurry up and wait” 
moment for everyone in this work. 

However, we know that many of you are eager to learn more 
about what this work will look like and how you can involve 
yourselves. So, in addition to the many individual conversa-
tions which we’ll continue to have over the coming weeks, 
we’ve set aside a time on Sunday morning, October 24, for 
an info session to learn more about this effort. The time will 
be 10:00 a.m., and Zoom will be an ideal forum. We’ll have 
our representatives from our national partners with us that 
morning as well. We’re calling this work Alaynu, which is the 
Hebrew for It is upon us. So many have and will step forward 
to offer a hand to refugees at this moment. But it is also upon 
us to keep this work moving forward as we build towards being 
the type of community we expect ourselves to be. 

 AT THE SYNAGOGUE

Now that were beyond the High Holidays, we wanted to 
remind you of the basic standards in place at the Synagogue. 
Please remember that if you are over twelve, you need to be 
vaccinated in order to enter the Synagogue building for any 
purpose. At the same time, you do not need to present paper-
work or a vaccine card. If you say that you have been vaccinat-
ed, we want to communicate trust and mutual respect. That is 
the very best way for us to behave as an institution.

On the question of masks, we currently require that you 
make masking a part of your B’nai Emunah practice. We ac-
knowledge that a vaccinated person is unlikely to experience 
breakthrough infection with serious consequences. But we are 
still concerned about children under 12 (we have hundreds of 
them in the building), those who cannot be vaccinated be-
cause it would put their lives in jeopardy, and immunocom-
promised persons whose vaccination may not be sufficient to 
protect them. Please be a very good citizen and wear a mask 
in the building.

Finally, we are reducing both the number of people that 
can be in one room at a given time and the time spent in that 
room. In practical terms, our standard is partial-occupancy 
and shorter-than-normal gathering times. That is in keeping 
with the advice of Dr. Bruce Dart, who is now advising the 
Synagogue on best practices during the pandemic. 

Over the High Holidays, many of you bothered to say that 
you appreciated the precautions of the Synagogue and the 
time and energy invested in our online celebration. Thanks so 
much for your reassurances. This period will ultimately pass, 
but in the meantime, we appreciate your patience and the 
generosity of your compliments. 

 Please note that YOU CAN

 do all your business at the

synagogue with either a

click or a call
info@bnaiemunah.com

 )918( 583-7121  

8

HEALTH NOTES 

IT IS NEVER TOO EARLY 

TO THINK ABOUT CELEBRATING

CHANUKAH
PLEASE COUNT ON THE SISTERHOOD

GIFT SHOP FOR ALL YOUR



TODAH RABAH 
 THANK YOU, DEAR VOLUNTEERS

A hearty todah rabah to all of the volunteers that helped to 
bake, assemble, and deliver our Rosh Ha-Shanah treat bags: 

Shahnaz Khalil
Terry Marcum
Jackie Lasky

Wendy Weisberg 
Brian Brouse
Debby Raskin
Hal Narotsky 
Joan Neidell

Hillary Roubein 
Linda Goldenstern

Molly Berger
Mindy and Harris Prescott 

Randee Charney
Rick Cohen

Roxanne Friedland

Todah rabah, also, to Jackie Lasky, Carol Mandelbaum, 
Jackie Lasky and Roxanne Friedland for their contributions to 
Bikkur Cholim this month. 

 BROCK DAVID TAUBMAN

Brock David Taubman, the son of Dr. Kevin and Angela 
Taubman, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah during our Havdalah 
service on Saturday, October 23, 2021.

Currently a seventh grade student at the Stanley Clark 
School in South Bend, Indiana, Brock enjoys many of his sub-
jects, but particularly history, drama, and speech and debate.  
As a highlight of this past summer, Brock took part in a mock 
trial camp and is looking forward to joining a mock trial team 
next year. He also enjoys spending time with friends and fam-
ily, and his two dogs. 

Brock has two older brothers, Jordan Taubman of Sacra-
mento, California and Kyle Taubman of South Bend, Indiana. 
He is the grandson of Dr. Arthur Taubman and Patricia Taub-
man, both of blessed memory, and Kim and Kathy Downer of 
Oroville, California.

For his Mitzvah Project, Brock is collecting donations for 
refugees from Afghanistan. Preparations for Brock’s Bar 
Mitzvah have been led by Elliott Wulff and Sara Levitt. Brock 
and his family are extremely grateful for all of the support and 
encouragement in preparation for this memorable day. 

The entire community is invited to join the Taubman family 
for services in the Synagogue Zoom Room. The meeting ID is 
918 583 7121.

9

BAR MITZVAH 

VOLUNTEERISM
  BAKER’S DOZEN RETURNS

Those who bake are earnestly invited to join this project and 
deliver their treats to the Synagogue front door on Monday 
of each week between noon and 5:00 p.m. We'll take it from 
there, delivering to emergency rooms, nurses stations, public 
service agencies—wherever people are laboring to provide 
comfort, care, and pandemic-period services.

Special note to challah bakers: we'd like to ramp up our 
efforts to get Shabbat challot to members of the congregation 
who are ill, bereaved, or in a state of discomfort. It is 
remarkable what two simple loaves can accomplish to lift the 
spirits of those who are down. If you've got challah-baking time 
to contribute, please make contact with Morah Sara Levitt at 
slevitt@bnaiemunah.com.



Abe and Mary Fedman Fund 
Julie Frank and Sons

Altamont Bakery Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Ann Beerman Garden Fund
Teresa and Dr. Paul Finer

Julie Frank and Sons
Jerry and Jan Potash

Anne V. Zarrow Courtyard Fund
Elissa Renberg and Lily Adcock 

Julie Frank and Sons

Barbara Robinowitz Curnutt 
Scholarship Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Bikur CholimFund
Dr. Harvey Blumenthal

Dr. Rick and Barbara Cohen
Julie Frank and Sons

Dr. David and Vicki Hurewitz
Janet Simmons, Ian Simmons, 

and Lee Kutner

Brian Sweet Multimedia Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Brouse Family Shabbat and 
Holiday Fund

Dr. Stephen and Ellen Adelson
Julie Frank and Sons

Building Renewal Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Building and Grounds Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
Randi and Paul Brodsky

Julie Frank and Sons
Stacy Schusterman

Chevra Kadisha Fund
Dr. Sheldon and Molly Berger

Julie Frank and Sons 
Robert Smith

Dave Sylvan Joyful Music Fund
Dr. Stephen and Ellen Adelson

Julie Frank and Sons
Eric F. Scholl

Davis-Goodall Chapel Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Edgar and Isabel Sanditen 
Preschool Fund

Julie Frank and Sons

Education Endowment Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Brad and Adria Sanditen

Eva Unterman 
Environmental Education Fund

Vellie Bloch
Julie Frank and Sons 

Brae Riley

Goodall Blanc Visual Arts Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Irvin and Sharna Frank 
Endowment Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Janis Bolusky Memorial 
Outreach Fund

Julie Frank and Sons
Terrie and Blake Shipley

Jeannette and Sidney Frieden 
Computer Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Joe and Dorothy Katz 
Senior Adult Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Hal Narotzky and Shelly Aberson-Narotzsky

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SYNAGOGUE
Joe Kantor Hebrew School Fund

Julie Frank and Sons
Jonathan Kantor

Josh and Lillian Price 
Memorial Fund

Dr. Stephen and Ellen Adelson 
Julie Frank and Sons

Julius and Mildred Sanditen 
Pilgrimage Fund

Susan Contente
Julie Frank and Sons

Lenny Seigel Playground 
Equipment Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Louis and Sara Kahan 
Hebrew School Fund

Julie Frank and Sons

Lubell Family Social Activism Fund
Julie Frank and Sons 

Janelle and Matt Katz

Mizel Family Philanthropic Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Jerry and Susan Sokol

Morris and Edith Sylvan 
Transportation Fund

Julie Frank and Sons

Morris and Toby Fell 
Landsacping Fund

Mallory Brown
Julie Frank and Sons

Norman and Shirley Levin 
Prayer Book Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Rabbi Arthur D. Kahn D.D. 
Culture Fund

Julie Frank and Sons
Jerry and Susan Sokol



CONTRIBUTIONS [CONTINUED]
Rabbi Daniel S. Kaiman 

Discretionary Fund
Mallory Brown

Janet Dundee and Jeff Darby
Sonia Hocherman and Eduardo Faingold

Dr. David and Vicki Hurewitz
Julie Frank and Sons

Oryan and Shay Kadimi Marziano
Karen Neuwald

Ruth Kaiser Nelson
Bonnie Kennedy

Judy and Tom Kishner
Drs. Jeni and Trevor Langston

Carole Levy
Drs. Brian Millman and Briana Desire

Uzi-Oz Nissim
Elissa Renberg and Lily Adcock

Gayle Stein
Mimi Tarrasch

Sandy and Kent Vice and Family
Cheryl B Wallace and Vellie Bloch

Rabbi Marc Boone Fitzerman 
Discretionary Fund 

Mallory Brown
Sonia Hocherman and Eduardo Faingold

Julie Frank and Sons
Dr. David and Vicki Hurewitz

Judy and Tom Kishner
Elissa Renberg and Lily Adcock

Eric F. Scholl
Don Simkin

Jerry and Susan Sokol
Gayle Stein

Cheryl B. Wallace and Vellie Bloch
Diane Wolff

Religious School Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Joan Green
Dr. David and Vicki Hurewitz

Janelle and Matt Katz
Nina Meyer

Elissa Renberg and Lily Adcock
Dr. Stephen and Nikki Sack

Jolene Sanditen

Richards Family Library Fund
Dr. Stephen and Ellen Adelson 

Julie Frank and Sons

Robinowitz Family Library Fund
Janet Dundee and Jeff Darby

Julie Frank and Sons

Rose Borg Sukkah Fund
David Biespiel

Richard and April Borg
Julie Frank and Sons

Rubin Fund for 
Children and the Visual Arts

Julie Frank and Sons
Eric F. Scholl

Sam and Pan Marks 
Helping Hand Fund

Julie Frank and Sons

Sam Plost Matzah Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Schlanger-Blend Kitchen Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Scott F. Zarrow Rabbinic 
Endowment Fund

Mallory Brown
Julie Frank and Sons

Scott Sanditen Memorial 
Community Service Fund
Dr. Stephen and Ellen Adelson

Harvey Blumenthal
Mallory Brown

Julie Frank and Sons
Janelle and Matt Katz

Security Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Janet Simmons
Isrella Taxon

Sharna Frank Music Fund
Mallory Brown

Julie Frank and Sons
Eric F. Scholl

Shirley Rabinovitz 
Children’s Fund

Julie Frank and Sons
Dr. David and Vicki Hurewitz

Janelle and Matt Katz
Renee Shallouf

Synagogue Endowment Fund
Mallory Brown

Julie Frank and Sons
Dr. David and Vicki Hurewitz

Synagogue General Fund
The Family of Jack I. Brown

Linda Brown
Mallory Brown

Yolanda and Eliot Charney
Julie Frank and Sons

Dr. Andrew Gottehrer
DrDavid and Vicki Hurewitz

Sonia Hocherman and Eduardo Faingold
Janelle and Matt Katz

Gale Mason
Nina Meyer

Elissa Renberg and Lily Adcock
Brae Riley

Eric F. Scholl

In Honor Of
Sarah Joels Bat Mitzvah

Lee Kutner,  Ian Simmons, 
and Michael Glasser

Coleman Robison
The Synagogue Staff and Leaders

Please look for contributions in honor
of COVID-19 heroes in the next

edition of the Messenger.



october | tishray-heshvan
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
11:00 a.m.
  Two Rabbis and...
5:30 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
7:28 PM Candles 
7:48 PM Sunset

2
9:30 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat Service 
8:05 PM Havdalah

3
9:00 AM
  ShulSchool

4
Noon-5:00 PM
  Baker’s Dozen 
  Dropoff

5
 

6 
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

7 8
11:00 a.m.
  Two Rabbis and...
5:30 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
7:18 PM Candles 
7:38 PM Sunset

9
9:30 AM 
  Bar Mitzvah of Gavin 
  Zelkind - B’yachad
  Shabbat Service 
7:55 PM Havdalah

10
9:00 AM
  ShulSchool
10:00 AM
  B-Mitzvah Family 
  Program

11
Noon-5:00 PM
  Baker’s Dozen 
  Dropoff

  

12
7:00 PM
  Board of Directors

13 14
7:00 PM
  Blatt + Blue

15
11:00 a.m.
  Two Rabbis and...
5:30 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
7:07 PM Candles  
7:27 PM Sunset

16
9:30 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat Service
7:45 PM Havdalah

17 18
Noon-5:00 PM
  Baker’s Dozen 
  Dropoff
7:30 PM
  INTRO Begins

19 20
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

21
7:00 PM
  Braiding with Brae

22
11:00 a.m.
  Two Rabbis and...
5:30 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
6:57 PM Candles  
7:17 PM Sunset

23
9:30 AM 
  B’yachad
  Shabbat Service
6:30 PM
  Bar Mitzvah of   
  Brock Taubman
7:35 PM Havdalah

24
9:00 AM
  ShulSchool
10:00 AM
  ALAYNU: FAQ 
10:30 AM
  ToGather

25
Noon-5:00 PM
  Baker’s Dozen 
  Dropoff
7:30 PM
  INTRO

26 27
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

28 29
11:00 a.m.
  Two Rabbis and...
5:30 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
6:15 PM
  Shabbat for 
  Everyone
6:57 PM Candles  
7:17 PM Sunset

30
9:30 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat Service
7:45 PM Havdalah

Erev Sukkot

Torah: Re’eh

Torah: Lech-Lecha

31
9:00 AM
  ShulSchool

Torah: Noach

Torah: Bereshit

Rosh Chodesh 
Heshvan

Torah: Vayera

Torah: Chayei Sara

Rosh Chodesh 
Heshvan



Sunday, October 24 - 18 Cheshvan
Jessie Finston

Bernard Storch
William Weise

Monday, October 25 - 19 Cheshvan
Sara Kahan

Gussie Moskowitz
Dr. Jerry Plost

Elizabeth Sollosy

Tuesday, October 26 - 20 Cheshvan
Daniel Bennett Cohen

Deanna Dinar
Fannie Heyman

Bebe Kantor
Sol Shalom

Morris B. Taubman

Wednesday, October 27 - 21 Cheshvan
Ann Beerman
Zalman Dob

Mordechai Fell
Harry Louis Golden

Corry Weston

Thursday, October 28 - 22 Cheshvan
Gittel Arcader

Ronna Taxon Einhorn
Florence Katz

Jennie Sarah Leff
Beatrice Narotzky

Shlomo B. Paru
Ida Pertofsky

Friday, October 29 - 23 Cheshvan
Abraham Gordon
Alexander Haas

Saturday, October 30 - 24 Cheshvan
Herman Cyter

Doris Wain Lenske
Dorothy Miller

Sunday, October 31 - 25 Cheshvan
Louis Blend
Joel Lynd

Dolores Nesbit
Rosalyn W. Price

Louis Secan

YAHRTZEIT CALENDAR — 25 TISHRAY THROUGH 25 CHESHVAN

Friday, October 1 - 25 Tishray
Morris B. Fell

Lena Haas
Dr. H. J. Harkavy

Joel J. Klein
David Shapiro
Adolph Weiss

Saturday, October 2 - 26 Tishray
Teresa Fadem

Robert Martin Frieden
Frank Gold
Phillip Katz

Sarah B. Sitrin
Shainah (S.H.) Stekoll

Hermine Weiss

Sunday, October 3 - 27 Tishray
Devera Cohen Adelson

Meryl N. Brodsky
Morris Gold

Allene Merritt
Evelyn I. Oleinick

Monday, October 4 - 28 Tishray
Dwight Herman Axelrod

Hannah Davis
Sara Edelman

Ethel B. Kaplan
Irving J. Shapiro

Tuesday, October 5 - 29 Tishray
Max Bernbaum

Bessie Davis Goodall
Gertrude Rubin
Anna Sanditen
Max Sternfield

Wednesday, October 6 - 30 Tishray
Sidney M. Brouse

Sol Dan
Ethel Fitzerman
Edwin Friedson
Joseph Kornfeld

Harry “Babe” Magoon
Rose Manes
Edith Paru

Thursday, October 7 - 1 Cheshvan
Zoe Irwin

Sam Zarrow

Friday, October 8 - 2 Cheshvan
Lilly Bernstein

Edward Perry Brickman
Arthur “Buddy” Kaplan

Lillie Krisman
Norman Landa

Michael Roberts
Charles Raymond West

Saturday, October 9 - 3 Cheshvan
Sylvia Henzel
Isadore Nadel
Yetta Seigel

Sunday, October 10 - 4 Cheshvan
Theodore “Ted” Ginsberg

Florence Kornblum
Benyamin Kreger

Verna Lebow
Hanna Saveth

Louis Mayer Stekoll
Rowena Beatrice Zelkind

Monday, October 11 - 5 Cheshvan
Phyllis H. Frey

Benny W. Haskell
Dr. Philip H. Miller

Rae E. Rips

Tuesday, October 12 - 6 Cheshvan
Saul Joe Glenn

C.H. “Harry” Lebow
Rebecca Schneider

Rose Travis
Irvine E. Ungerman

Wednesday, October 13 - 7 Cheshvan
Ethel Atkins

Jan Baum
Lance Michael Dubois

Morris Dundee
Sylvia Frank

Sadie Gelfand
Isaac Levin

Harry Lewiskin
Louis D. Toll

Angelina Valarde
Chaye H. Viner

Thursday, October 14 - 8 Cheshvan
Clara Borochoff
Silvan Levinson

Lillian Rips
Marjorie Singer

Friday, October 15 - 9 Cheshvan
Henry R. Dan

Eddie Jacobson
Fannie Skuy

Saturday, October 16 - 10 Cheshvan
Jack Gelfand
Kate Kaiser
Carl Sokolof

Sunday, October 17 - 11 Cheshvan
Bessie Blend

Bernard M. Bloch
Carmen Breeding

Ben Dritch
Bernard Jeffy
Anna Kaiser

Monday, October 18 - 12 Cheshvan
Milton Morris Cohen

Tyson Dines
Sam Kaplan
Helen Kirsh

Tuesday, October 19 - 13 Cheshvan
Lottie Jackson
Toni Neuwald
Leon Pastor

Benjamin Ralph Poznik
Molly Ratner
Jean Shilder

Louis R. Travis

Wednesday, October 20 - 14 Cheshvan
Rabbi Howard Rabinowitz

Joseph Satin
Joseph Shwatshkin
William Ungerman

Thursday, October 21 - 15 Cheshvan
Rose Brouse Gold

Abraham Cash
Jules Sanders

Charles Richard Stidham, Sr.
Jacob Tublin

Friday, October 22 - 16 Cheshvan
Leona Carter
Mary Spears

Saturday, October 23 - 17 Cheshvan
Michael Frank

Taube Yekusiel Globe
Sara Lichtman Robison

Jacob Sylvan

May their souls be bound up in the bond of life everlasting. Please note that each yahrtzeit begins at sunset on the day before the date listed. 
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