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MASTHEAD

ON THE COVER

We’re happy to note that our 2022 Touro
Celebration is rapidly approaching. This year’s
honorees are Dr. Stephen and Ellen Adelson. 

Together with the many generations of their family,
the Adelsons have helped to ensure our stability

and heath over decades. The date is Friday evening, 
December 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Synagogue Sanctuary. 

Please note there is no charge for this event. If you’d 
like to make a contribution to this year’s Touro 

Campaign, please respond generously to your invitation 
or go online to tulsagogue.com and let us know of 

your plans. Your gift will support all we do at 
Congregation B’nai Emunah this year.

THE MESSENGER
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MILESTONES
  BIRTHS

Eleanor “Ella” Langston, born to Jeni and Trevor Langston of Eleanor “Ella” Langston, born to Jeni and Trevor Langston of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Paternal grandparents are Mimi Tar-Indianapolis, Indiana. Paternal grandparents are Mimi Tar-
rasch and Richard Langston of Tulsa. rasch and Richard Langston of Tulsa. 

Joseph Bernard Friedland born to David and Roxanne Fried-Joseph Bernard Friedland born to David and Roxanne Fried-
land. Grandparents are Steve and Madelyn Imeson and Me-land. Grandparents are Steve and Madelyn Imeson and Me-
lissa and Robert Friedland.lissa and Robert Friedland.

  IN MEMORIAM

Marillyn Greenberg
Wife of the late Bobby Greenberg

Mother of Avrom Greenberg and Hillary Genga 

If there is a note you’d like us to list in the Milestone section 
of the Messenger, please let us know by calling Director

of Operations, Cassidy Petrazzi, at (918) 583-7121.

 
Daniel S. Kaiman  .............................. Principal Rabbi-Elect
Marc Boone Fitzerman ................................................Rabbi
Dr. John Henning Schumann ............................... President
Mark Goldman ............................. Executive Vice President
Ross Heyman .................................................Vice President
Aaron Miller ...................................................Vice President
Sally Donaldson ......................................................Treasurer
Nancy Cohen ......................................................... Secretary
Jeremy Rabinowitz ........ Synagogue Foundation President
Sara Levitt .................Director of Jewish Life and Learning
Cassidy Petrazzi .............................. Director of Operations 
Shelli Wright .......................................... Preschool Director
Amber Knecht ............. Director of Refugee Resettlement
Cheryl Myers ..................................... Operations Associate
Shawna Fain ...................................................... Receptionist
Hillary Roubein + Dr. Jan Finer. ......Sisterhood Presidents
Nancy Cohen ........................... Sisterhood Gift Shop Chair
Design and Typesetting  ....................... Davidoff Typeworks

YIZKOR BOOK
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUBMIT THE NAMES 

OF YOUR LOVED ONES SO THAT WE

CAN INCLUDE THEM IN OUR HIGH HOLIDAYS

YIZKOR BOOK. WRITE CHERYL MYERS AT

cmyers@bnaiemunah.com or 

call the Synagogue at (918) 583-7121  

Elana Newman
Sally A. Donaldson

Craig Silberg

The SynagogueThe Synagogue
In the heart of Tulsa, OklahomaIn the heart of Tulsa, Oklahoma

just down the street from  just down the street from  

Brookside, Cherry Street, and Utica Square.Brookside, Cherry Street, and Utica Square.

Visit us in Historic Maple Ridge!Visit us in Historic Maple Ridge!

PLEASE CONSIDER A CHARITABLE

CONTRIBUTION
TO HONOR A LOVED ONE AT THE SYNAGOGUE.

YOUR GIFT TO THE SYNAGOGUE MAY BE

FULLY DEDUCTIBLE THIS CALENDAR YEAR.
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2022 TOURO CELEBRATION AT THE SYNAGOGUE

CALL RABBI DAN KAIMAN TO TALK ABOUT 

SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP 
AT (918) 583-7121.

Braden Riley

Aida Nozick (Leah and Daniel)

Dr. Daniel and Madisen Stegman (Nadav)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Congregation B’nai Emunah is delighted to announce that 
its 2022 Touro Award honorees will be Dr. Steve and Ellen 
Adelson. A joyful celebration in their honor will take place in 
person and on live digital broadcast on Friday evening, De-
cember 16. The entire community is invited to be present in 
tribute to the Adelson Family.

Ellen and Steve have been mainstay contributors to Jewish 
life in Tulsa for decades. Steve was a longtime member of the 
Synagogue Board of Directors and capped his career in 2019 
by becoming a B’nai Emunah Board Member for Life. Ellen 
has served as a role model and the conduit for her parents’ and 
grandparents’ generational commitment to the Synagogue 
and Jewish institutional health in Tulsa. Every campaign for 
the preservation and development of the local Jewish commu-
nity bears the imprint of the Adelson Family’s generosity.

Steve and Ellen’s impact on the general community has been 
no less important or lasting. Together with like-minded pedi-
atric physicians, Steve built a practice which served children 
from every part of Tulsa across lines of class, race, history, and 
socio-economic status. He was instrumental in closing abusive 
mental health institutions which put generations of challenged 
children at risk. Ellen has paired a substantial private social 
work practice with public involvement on the boards of Cor-
nell University and the University of Tulsa, building forward 
movement for the causes of inclusion and opportunity. She 
has taken a deep interest in the local mental health commu-
nity and the core collection of rare materials at the McFarlin 
Library. 

This year’s Touro Celebration will offer an opportunity for 
every member of the community to participate. A musical 
Shabbat celebration will begin in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., 
followed by the tribute to the Adelsons. The evening will con-
clude at 8:30 p.m. with a Savory and Sweet Kiddush Recep-
tion prepared by members of the congregation and friends 
of the Adelson Family. While there is no cost to attend the 
Touro event this year, the Synagogue hopes that those who 
feel moved will make a generous contribution in the Adelsons’ 
honor. Contributors will find a digital form for this purpose on 
the Synagogue website at www.tulsagogue.com. Official invi-
tations, including an opportunity to donate, will be sent to ev-
ery member of the congregation and the Jewish community.

 
In addition to honoring the Adelsons, the Touro Celebration 

stands as a tribute to the life and works of Judah Touro, Ameri-
can patriot and Jewish philanthropist, who modeled a commit-
ment to the Jewish community and the world at large, building 
public institutions that were crucial and enduring when Amer-
ican Jews were at the beginning of their career as public actors 
in the American story.

FAMILY DAY OF SERVICE

A COMMUNITY VENTURE WITH THE SYNAGOGUE,

TEMPLE ISRAEL, AND THE FEDERATION ON NOVEMBER 20

WATCH FOR E-MAIL UPDATES DURING THE EARLY WEEKS IN NOVEMBER

  DR. STEVE AND ELLEN ADELSON TO BE HONORED ON DECEMBER 16



NOVEMBER CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
  SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES  SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES

Each week, our community gathers together to sing the lit-Each week, our community gathers together to sing the lit-
urgy of the tradition, study the weekly Torah portion, and urgy of the tradition, study the weekly Torah portion, and 
spend time amongst family and friends. Some participants spend time amongst family and friends. Some participants 
arrive in person and others take part online. All are welcome arrive in person and others take part online. All are welcome 
to be a part of this experience, either in person or on Zoom. to be a part of this experience, either in person or on Zoom. 
Members and friends can access the Synagogue Zoom Room Members and friends can access the Synagogue Zoom Room 
at at 918 583 7121918 583 7121..

  AFTERNOON/EVENING SERVICES  AFTERNOON/EVENING SERVICES
Each week, we gather together to experience traditional Each week, we gather together to experience traditional 
daily prayer and establish a quiet space for those who are daily prayer and establish a quiet space for those who are 
mourning a loved one or observing the anniversary of a loss mourning a loved one or observing the anniversary of a loss 
(yahrtzeityahrtzeit)). All use these opportunities to recite a communal . All use these opportunities to recite a communal 
Mourner’s Kaddish. Wednesday gatherings take place in the Mourner’s Kaddish. Wednesday gatherings take place in the 
Sanctuary and we ask that in-person attendees let us know Sanctuary and we ask that in-person attendees let us know 
in advance for security purposes. Friday gatherings always in advance for security purposes. Friday gatherings always 
take place in the Synagogue Zoom Room at take place in the Synagogue Zoom Room at 918 583 7121918 583 7121..

6         SHEMA:SHEMA: BABIES JEWISH MUSIC CLASS BABIES JEWISH MUSIC CLASS
Join us at 10:00 a.m. for the next gathering in a series of Join us at 10:00 a.m. for the next gathering in a series of 
Jewish music classes for babies and their adults! We’ll blend Jewish music classes for babies and their adults! We’ll blend 
the best of what we know about early childhood education the best of what we know about early childhood education 
and the joy of Jewish music for this class geared toward kid-and the joy of Jewish music for this class geared toward kid-
dos two and under with their adults. This will center around dos two and under with their adults. This will center around 
gratitude as we sing, dance, move, and explore together at gratitude as we sing, dance, move, and explore together at 
the Synagogue. Interested in joining us? Please be in touch the Synagogue. Interested in joining us? Please be in touch 
with Morah Sara at with Morah Sara at slevitt@bnaiemunah.comslevitt@bnaiemunah.com..

              INTROINTRO TO JUDAISM CONTINUES TO JUDAISM CONTINUES
Looking into Judaism? Born Jewish and want to know more? Looking into Judaism? Born Jewish and want to know more? 
Sharing your life with a Jew and want to crack the code? Sharing your life with a Jew and want to crack the code? 
INTRO explores Jewish culture, history, and wisdom in a INTRO explores Jewish culture, history, and wisdom in a 
setting where questions are more important than answers. setting where questions are more important than answers. 
Classes are joined with beautiful Shabbat celebrations, sup-Classes are joined with beautiful Shabbat celebrations, sup-
portive discussion groups, and many opportunities for inter-portive discussion groups, and many opportunities for inter-
active, experiential learning. As we move into November, active, experiential learning. As we move into November, 
we continue our Introduction to Judaism Course which is we continue our Introduction to Judaism Course which is 
affiliated with the Miller Intro Program at American Jewish affiliated with the Miller Intro Program at American Jewish 
University. Students are welcome to join along the way. For University. Students are welcome to join along the way. For 
more information or to register, visit more information or to register, visit tulsagogue.com/introtulsagogue.com/intro. . 
Starting time: 10:00 a.m.Starting time: 10:00 a.m.

6  

           SEVENTEENTH STREET DELI     SEVENTEENTH STREET DELI
In the kitchen of the Seventeenth Street Deli, we do things In the kitchen of the Seventeenth Street Deli, we do things 
right. Slow cures, too much pepper, and lots of love. Our right. Slow cures, too much pepper, and lots of love. Our 
pop-up restaurant is back with in-person seating and take-pop-up restaurant is back with in-person seating and take-
out dinner service available between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. on out dinner service available between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 6. Please pre-register for your meals at Sunday, November 6. Please pre-register for your meals at 
tulsadeli.orgtulsadeli.org and choose between pastrami, corned beef, or  and choose between pastrami, corned beef, or 
deli egg salad. You can call us at deli egg salad. You can call us at (918) 583-7121(918) 583-7121. A complete . A complete 
meal is $18. Register soon before all the spots are gone.meal is $18. Register soon before all the spots are gone.

10       BLATT + BLUE:   BLATT + BLUE: GOLDEN VOICESGOLDEN VOICES
Thirty-three months later, we’re still screening great movies Thirty-three months later, we’re still screening great movies 
and television at the Synagogue. Think of it as the longest and television at the Synagogue. Think of it as the longest 
running Jewish film festival in Oklahoma. This month’s se-running Jewish film festival in Oklahoma. This month’s se-
lection is lection is Golden VoicesGolden Voices, a fascinating look at the complexi-, a fascinating look at the complexi-
ties of Russian immigration to Israel. The film describes fault ties of Russian immigration to Israel. The film describes fault 
lines that many of us didn’t know existed. Tune in for the lines that many of us didn’t know existed. Tune in for the 
discussion at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom at discussion at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom at 918 583 7121918 583 7121. The film . The film 
is easily available for a small fee on Amazon Prime.is easily available for a small fee on Amazon Prime.

16         LIFELONG LEARNERSLIFELONG LEARNERS
Ageless seniors from every corner of the community are in-Ageless seniors from every corner of the community are in-
vited to join Rabbi Kaiman at the Synagogue for lunch and vited to join Rabbi Kaiman at the Synagogue for lunch and 
rabbinic storytelling from the literature of our civilization. rabbinic storytelling from the literature of our civilization. 
The session will begin at 11:30 a.m., and a bus leaves from The session will begin at 11:30 a.m., and a bus leaves from 
Zarrow Pointe at 11:00 a.m. each time. No charge for trans-Zarrow Pointe at 11:00 a.m. each time. No charge for trans-
portation (you may, of course, come in your vehicle), and portation (you may, of course, come in your vehicle), and 
lunch from Queenie’s will be provided. It’s our pleasure to lunch from Queenie’s will be provided. It’s our pleasure to 
provide this service in cooperation with our fellow Jewish in-provide this service in cooperation with our fellow Jewish in-
stitution. Please reserve your spot by calling the Synagogue stitution. Please reserve your spot by calling the Synagogue 
at at (918) 583-7121(918) 583-7121 or emailing  or emailing programs@bnaiemunah.comprograms@bnaiemunah.com..

18         SHABBAT FOR EVERYONESHABBAT FOR EVERYONE
Just like the name suggests, it’s an accessible, kid-friend-Just like the name suggests, it’s an accessible, kid-friend-
ly, musical Shabbat experience for everyone! Newcomers ly, musical Shabbat experience for everyone! Newcomers 
and experienced community members come together to and experienced community members come together to 
sing, dance, and welcome Shabbat alongside one another. sing, dance, and welcome Shabbat alongside one another. 
A catered dinner precedes the musical celebration at 6:15 A catered dinner precedes the musical celebration at 6:15 
p.m. Let us handle the cooking and cleaning so you can relax p.m. Let us handle the cooking and cleaning so you can relax 
into the weekend and Shabbat with family and friends.  No into the weekend and Shabbat with family and friends.  No 
reservation is necessary for the celebration, which begins at reservation is necessary for the celebration, which begins at 
7:00 p.m. But please call the Synagogue Offices or visit our 7:00 p.m. But please call the Synagogue Offices or visit our 
website to make reservations for the dinner. The service will website to make reservations for the dinner. The service will 
be broadcast live on Zoom at be broadcast live on Zoom at 918 583 7121918 583 7121. . 

6

4

Yahrtzeits
Our next session will take place on Wednesday

June 3 at 5:00 p.m. You'll find us at
Zoom with this ID: 918-583-7121

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOPPLEASE PATRONIZE THE SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP
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FROM RABBI KAIMANNOVEMBER [CONT.]
(continued from page 4)(continued from page 4)

20       FAMILY DAY OF SERVICE  FAMILY DAY OF SERVICE
Join us for our annual Family Day of Service the Sunday be-Join us for our annual Family Day of Service the Sunday be-
fore Thanksgiving! This year we will be joining forces with our fore Thanksgiving! This year we will be joining forces with our 
friends at Temple Israel and The Jewish Federation of Tulsa friends at Temple Israel and The Jewish Federation of Tulsa 
for a community-wide day of service. Parents should plan for a community-wide day of service. Parents should plan 
to join their children for the morning, and all are invited to to join their children for the morning, and all are invited to 
participate. We’ll kick things off at 9:00 a.m. with a participate. We’ll kick things off at 9:00 a.m. with a Tefillah Tefillah 
experience and snack followed by a morning of giving back to experience and snack followed by a morning of giving back to 
our beloved Tulsa community. Please keep an eye out for in-our beloved Tulsa community. Please keep an eye out for in-
formation on the starting location in school communications. formation on the starting location in school communications. 

Braden Riley

Aida Nozick (Leah and Daniel)

Dr. Daniel and Madisen Stegman (Nadav)

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

  ONE YEAR IN

On November 17, 2021, a small group of volunteers and 
staff arrived at the airport to welcome the very first clients of 
The Synagogue’s Refugee Resettlement Agency. For months 
we had been working toward the day that our work would be-
come “real” and that we would have actual clients in our pro-
gram. Then quickly, we were called into action, and it was time 
to greet a family of four who had been living in a safe haven 
after fleeing Afghanistan. They had a newborn child who was 
already an American citizen, and their journey in this country 
was also in its infancy.

As we drove to the airport that evening, I remember feeling 
nervous with excitement and anticipation. The responsibility 
of helping others navigate their very first months of transition 
is a serious undertaking. While we had every reason to be con-
fident in our ability to deliver on our promises, the nerves and 
apprehension showed how much we cared about this under-
taking. But we, too, were an agency in our infancy.

Nearly a year later, I write this message on a week that the 
Synagogue will similarly welcome three families to this coun-
try. Over the past year, we’ve received just over 100 individ-
uals from all over the world. While our work first focused on 
individuals from Afghanistan, we now regularly work with Bur-
mese, Malay, Rohingya, Syrians, and Ukrainians. 

As I walked into the Synagogue on a recent morning, I held 
the door open for a Rohingya mother who entered the build-
ing with her toddler. As I turned the corner toward my office, 
the poetry of that gesture struck me. Our actions in Refugee 
Resettlement manifest our prayers and hopes to live in a world 
that works toward healing. We might not be able to solve ev-
ery refugee crisis, but there is plenty we can do. The work has 
already begun.

On Friday, November 18, at our Shabbat for Everyone cele-
bration, we will mark the first anniversary of our Refugee Re-
settlement agency. With a special invitation to former clients, 
agency staff, and volunteers, we hope to highlight our accom-
plishments and look toward the next steps on our journey. 

We’ve done plenty so far, but there is much more ahead. As 
we work towards making permanent space in our Synagogue 
building for resettlement, we see opportunities for renewal 
and reinvigoration. As we gain experience in our work, we de-
velop new opportunities for volunteerism and engagement. As 
we explore new cultures and ethnicities, we foster new com-
munal relationships. 

We are no longer an agency in our infancy. Let’s walk for-
ward together into this new year ahead.  

CONGRATULATIONS 
  MAZAL TOV

To Eva Unterman, who recently celebrated a milestone birth-To Eva Unterman, who recently celebrated a milestone birth-
day. Long life and good health! day. Long life and good health! 

To Sheldon and Molly Berger, who will celebrate the wedding To Sheldon and Molly Berger, who will celebrate the wedding 
of their son, Michael, to Erica Nedleman the first weekend of of their son, Michael, to Erica Nedleman the first weekend of 
November. The couple resides in Chicago. November. The couple resides in Chicago. 

To Shai Kaiser, who recently opened his new virtual reality ar-To Shai Kaiser, who recently opened his new virtual reality ar-
cade, cade, AaruAaru, in downtown Tulsa., in downtown Tulsa.

To Max Merzin and Elana Weinstein, recent Tulsa transplants To Max Merzin and Elana Weinstein, recent Tulsa transplants 
who recently got engaged. Welcome to Tulsa and congrats! who recently got engaged. Welcome to Tulsa and congrats! 

To Miles Zeligson, whose dog walking and care business was re-To Miles Zeligson, whose dog walking and care business was re-
cently featured in cently featured in Tulsa PeopleTulsa People. Miles can be reached through . Miles can be reached through 
his website his website thewoofpacktulsa.com.thewoofpacktulsa.com.

To all the members of our Bikkur Cholim team for delivering, To all the members of our Bikkur Cholim team for delivering, 
cooking, and baking this past month. All of them helped us cooking, and baking this past month. All of them helped us 
fulfill the mitzvot of service, lovingkindness, and support in fulfill the mitzvot of service, lovingkindness, and support in 
times of need:times of need:

Dr. Tobie Bresloff Dr. Tobie Bresloff 
Randee CharneyRandee Charney

Nancy CohenNancy Cohen
Rabbi Marc FitzermanRabbi Marc Fitzerman

Jackie LaskyJackie Lasky
Lori LiebLori Lieb

Carol Mandelbaum Carol Mandelbaum 
Terry Marcum Terry Marcum 

Hillary RoubeinHillary Roubein
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 BLATT+BLUE: GREAT JEWISH FILM AND TELEVISION
  GOLDEN VOICES  ON NOVEMBER 10

A film of surprising insight, honesty and sentiment, Evge-
ny Ruman’s Golden Voices focuses on recent Russian immi-
grants, Victor and Raya. Sent to live in small-town Israel, they 
are overwhelmed by the task of finding employment and mak-
ing their way in a culture that does not speak their language. 
Both are highly regarded voice-over artists with established 
careers in the adaptation of world-cinema treasures for Rus-
sian filmgoers. Adrift in Israel, they cannot find work that rises 
to their expectations.

Eventually, Raya lands a job in a call center for phone sex. 
Victor reacts furiously, but cannot find his footing in the world 
of Israeli cinema. Complications ensue involving one of Raya’s 
customers, who demonstrates tenderness and a forlorn charm 
to his lonely phone partner. The film ends on a note of sweet 
redemption and tattered hope.

All of this will be matter for discussion in the next session 
of Blatt + Blue on November 10 at 7:00 p.m. Potential par-
ticipants can see the film for a small rental fee. Call the Syna-
gogue at (918) 583-7121 if you have any difficulty locating the 
program at home. 

Blatt + Blue is one of the longest-running projects at the 
Synagogue during the period of the pandemic. Born in March 
2020, it has run without a break for thirty-three months, spot-

lighting a diverse and provocative roster of films and television. 
The series expresses the Synagogue’s own commitments to an 
inclusive and pluralistic vision of the Jewish world. No single 
endeavor can capture the whole of the Jewish experience. No 
single institution can exhaust the rich possibilities of Jewish 
life. Film and television enthusiasts David Blatt and Alice Blue 
begin each session with a summary of the featured material. 
It means that you’ll be able to follow the conversation even 
if you have to delay your viewing of the episodes themselves. 
After that, it’s questions and comments from the Zoom Room 
audience.

Join the discussion in the Synagogue Zoom Room with two 
dozen regular participants. The Zoom meeting ID is 918 583 
7121 and the session will conclude at 8:00 p.m. If there is a film 
or broadcast you’d like to see in these sessions in the future, 
please reach out to Rabbi Marc Fitzerman at marboofitz@
bnaiemunah.com.

.

ALTAMONT BAKERY ALTAMONT BAKERY 
We're back in business for special purchases in

November and December. Please think of giving

your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and employees 

Altamont Cookies for the holidays this year.

Call Nancy Cohen at (918) 633-1491.
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You may be late to the party of new Jewish music, but 
I hope you’ve tuned in to Jewish Monkeys. Provocative-
ly named (and even more provocative onstage), they’re a 
scrum of middle-aged Israeli men who specialize in Dias-
poric sounds and musical politics. One is a psychotherapist, 
another a dentist—you get the picture of hobbyist musicians 
who have somehow metamorphosed into a cultural force.

Take their version of Roumania, Roumania. Originally 
written by the great Aaron Lebedeff (who had no organic 
link to the Jews of Roumaina), it has been covered by half 
a million artists, ranging from Eartha Kitt (?!) to Binyumen 
Schaechter’s stupendous Yiddish Philharmonic Chorus. 
At heart, it’s a salute to the sybaritic delights of a culture 
steeped in wine and spicy charcuterie, but the Monkeys 
manage to capture its salacious undertones. It’s all wrong 
from the perspective of morality and politics, but it’s also 
weirdly wild and transfixing. Go figure.

But the politics that really capture my attention have to 
do with Israelis and their ideas about pre-war Ashkenazic 
forms. For decades, this has been a flashpoint in Israeli cul-
ture, a pervasive rejection of Yiddish and its literature, along 
with the the music, poetry, and cuisine of Jewish Europe. 
The charge is that it represents a kind of discredited weak-
ness, superseded by the New Man that was the aspiration of 
the Jewish State. Many Israelis are comfortable with Balkan, 
Mizrachi, and many other musical motifs, but many are in-
stinctively averse to the klezmer clarinet.

All of this may sound hopelessly arcane and marginal, but 
this is a battle worth engaging in, especially if the combat-
ants are highly articulate Israelis. The Monkeys go about 
their musical business with a kind of fabulous energy, talking 
about Jewishness and masculinity, and marking out the fu-
ture of their idiosyncratic klezmer, all the while making 
music in Yiddish, Hebrew, and (wait for it)...Esperanto. My 
advice is to take a listen on either YouTube or Spotify. The 
Monkeys are easy to find and mesmerizing to watch. Either 
that, or scan the articles about them in places like Ha’aretz. 
Everywhere you go, they will be hard to resist.

FROM RABBI FITZERMAN
  JEWISH MONKEYS

Please call the Synagogue to volunteer for

TWENTY-FOUR FOR TWENTY-FOUR
our annual gift to hospice patients and families.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2022

  SIMON MILO JEFFY

Simon Milo Jeffy, son of Kate and Elon Jeffy, will become 
a bar mitzvah on Saturday, November 12, at Congregation 
B’nai Emunah.

Simon is a seventh grade student at Monte Cassino Mid-
dle School, where he is an honors student. He enjoys play-
ing video games and basketball, and is on the academic bowl 
team at school. Simon has attended B’nai Emunah Sunday 
School for many years and has been preparing for his bar 
mitzvah under Greg Raskin’s tutoring and Morah Sara Lev-
itt’s guidance for nearly a year.

As he leads the Shabbat service, Simon will be surrounded 
by his family and friends, including his brother, Oliver, and 
out-of-town family from California, Arizona, and New York. 
Simon is the grandson of Ed and Anita (of blessed memory) 
Ulrich and Allan and Elaine Jeffy, all of Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
and Shari Burks of Phoenix, Arizona. 

BAR MITZVAH

3   BAR MITZVAH OF CHARLIE DROUIN  BAR MITZVAH OF CHARLIE DROUIN

8   BLATT + BLUE  BLATT + BLUE

16   TOURO CELEBRATION: THE ADELSONS  TOURO CELEBRATION: THE ADELSONS

AHEAD IN DECEMBER(continued on page 8)(continued on page 8)
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FROM MORAH SARA LEVITT 
  JOY IN THE CHAOS

Confetti cannons. Crazy hats. Silly sunglasses. Mega rings. Confetti cannons. Crazy hats. Silly sunglasses. Mega rings. 
If you could think of it, we had it this year at Simchat Torah. If you could think of it, we had it this year at Simchat Torah. 
After years of thinking outside the box for this celebration After years of thinking outside the box for this celebration 
(which I think we did successfully), we returned to Kaiser-Miller (which I think we did successfully), we returned to Kaiser-Miller 
Auditorium for the party of the High Holiday season. As folks Auditorium for the party of the High Holiday season. As folks 
took their turn dancing with the Torah, each child received the took their turn dancing with the Torah, each child received the 
next trinket and screamed with joy as a confetti cannon kicked next trinket and screamed with joy as a confetti cannon kicked 
off the start of the next off the start of the next hakafahhakafah (the circles of dancing we make  (the circles of dancing we make 
with the Torah on the holiday). If you didn’t know any better, with the Torah on the holiday). If you didn’t know any better, 
you might have walked by and wondered about the sheer chaos you might have walked by and wondered about the sheer chaos 
happening at the Synagogue. happening at the Synagogue. 

I was one of those people in my first years at the Synagogue. I was one of those people in my first years at the Synagogue. 
The sensory overload is no cakewalk, and it seems like each year, The sensory overload is no cakewalk, and it seems like each year, 
the amount of confetti on the floors at the end of the night the amount of confetti on the floors at the end of the night 
grows exponentially. This year was different. Perhaps after years grows exponentially. This year was different. Perhaps after years 
of isolation and masked faces this year, I experienced Simchat of isolation and masked faces this year, I experienced Simchat 
Torah in an entirely new way. With my youngest strapped in our Torah in an entirely new way. With my youngest strapped in our 
trusty baby carrier, I watched as the children of our congrega-trusty baby carrier, I watched as the children of our congrega-
tion and their families were fully immersed in beautiful chaos. tion and their families were fully immersed in beautiful chaos. 

Sure, it was loud. Sometimes it wasn’t clear which direction Sure, it was loud. Sometimes it wasn’t clear which direction 
to follow with the Torahs. But with the chaos came an intense to follow with the Torahs. But with the chaos came an intense 
joy, joy, simchasimcha. I saw it on the faces of our congregants hugging . I saw it on the faces of our congregants hugging 
the Torah, many for the first time, and in the eyes of the tots the Torah, many for the first time, and in the eyes of the tots 
flying on their parents’ shoulders. I noticed it in pride beaming flying on their parents’ shoulders. I noticed it in pride beaming 
from grandparents watching their grandchildren wave their from grandparents watching their grandchildren wave their 
ShulSchool flags and the children collecting confetti to dump ShulSchool flags and the children collecting confetti to dump 
on their friends or siblings. It was not clean or orderly, but it on their friends or siblings. It was not clean or orderly, but it 
embodied everything I love about Judaism; intergenerational embodied everything I love about Judaism; intergenerational 
experiences, music, community, and the taking of the Torah experiences, music, community, and the taking of the Torah 
literally in our hands and sharing it. literally in our hands and sharing it. 

This Simchat Torah rooted me in the vital work we do daily This Simchat Torah rooted me in the vital work we do daily 
at the Synagogue, creating beautiful, meaningful experiences at the Synagogue, creating beautiful, meaningful experiences 
for our community. As we move forward in the New Year, for our community. As we move forward in the New Year, 
may we all find inspiration in uncovering the joy in the chaos may we all find inspiration in uncovering the joy in the chaos 
surrounding us.  surrounding us.  

PLEASE START BAKING (AND FREEZING) FOR COOKIEBAKE 2022!

LIFELONG LEARNERS

Spend lunch at the Synagogue with your peers

learning with Rabbi Kaiman. Reserve your spot for 

Wednesday, November 16 by calling (918) 583-7121 and 

place your lunch order at the same time !
We won’t know if you’re in the hospital unless 

we hear from you. Please call us at (918) 583-7121. 

   ABORTION UPDATE

The fight continues, but it's not getting easier. When Roe 
was gutted by the Supreme Court last June, the progressive 
religious community vowed active resistance. That meant 
legal challenges, legislative campaigns, and direct assistance 
to women in need. In many states, including our own, that 
has proved difficult-to-impossible. A person or institution 
resolved to support individual women seeking abortions can be 
charged under the laws prohibiting aiding and abetting. That 
clearly applies to the Synagogue and like-minded religious 
organizations. Whatever risks an individual may decide to 
undertake, B'nai Emunah will continue to defer to the advice 
of its lawyers. 

What we can do is continue to raise our voices. Together 
with my colleagues at All Souls, I have worked to reestablish 
the Oklahoma Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights. I will 
be speaking at the TU Law School in November to share the 
perspective of Jewish Law on reproductive justice. And with 
the support of our legal team, Rabbi Kaiman and I signed on to 
a powerful amicus brief that calls on Oklahoma to respect the 
ancient commitments of minority faiths like ours. That means 
leaving abortion decisions in the hands of private citizens.

I hope that all of you will continue to support these 
commitments. Whatever you may think of the so-called 
religious right, it has taught the value of slow and patient 
organization in order to achieve its goal of cancelling access. 
With energy and resources, we can accomplish a humane and 
decent version of those successes.

RABBI FITZERMAN [CONT.]
(continued from page 7)(continued from page 7)



Ann Beerman Flower and Garden Fund
Vellie Bloch

David and Jan Finer
Klara Klein

Jerry and Jan Potash
Cheryl Wallace

Barbara Robinowitz Curnutt 
Scholarship Fund
Peggy and Tom Sitrin

Bikur Cholim Fund
Richard and April Borg

Julie Frank
Jonathan and Nahomi Harkavy

Sheryl and Harold Springer
Terri Stidham
Isrella Taxon 

Brian Sweet Multimedia Fund
Rosalie and Bob Hanson

Brouse Family  
Shabbat and Holiday Fund

Klara Klein
Jerry and Jan Potash

Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
Klara Klein

Chevra Kadisha Fund
Robert Smith

Dave Sylvan Joyful Music Fund
Klara Klein

Betty and Keith Lehman
Barbara Sylvan

Eva Unterman Environmental  
Education Fund

Vellie Bloch
Cheryl B. Wallace

Goodall-Blanc Visual Arts Fund
Sherri Goodall

Joe Kantor Hebrew School Fund
JB Frank

Rabbi Arthur D. Kahn D.D.  
Culture Fund

Craig Abrahamson
Bonnie and George Kennedy

 
Rabbi Daniel S. Kaiman 

Discretionary Fund
Jack Jackson

Rowena and Dave Galerston
Vicki Godal

Scott and Lauren Zeligson

Rabbi Marc Boone Fitzerman 
Discretionary Fund 

Terry, Andy and Lisa Marcum
Dr. and Mrs. Stan Pastor
Glen and Bobbie Zelkind

Robinowitz Library Fund
Faye and Marvin Robinowitz

Rose Borg Sukkah Fund
April and Richard Borg

Scott Sanditen 
Community Service Fund

Sheryl and Harold Springer

Security Fund
Sheryl and Harold Springer

Synagogue Endowment Fund
Julie Frank and Sons

Synagogue General Fund
Jonathan Kantor

Angeleta Angelo-Levitt
Karen Neuwald

Jeffrey Rambach
Susan and Jerry Sokol

Judith Ungerman
Betsy Zeligson

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SYNAGOGUE
In Memory Of
Dwight Axelrod
Elliott G. Bloch

Etta Waldinger Borg
Cecil Breeding
Avrom Brodsky
Daniel Brodsky

Dr. Norman Dunitz
Michael Frank

Marilyn Greenberg
Dr. H J Harkavy

Harriet Louise Harkavy
Ida Harkavy

Benny Haskell
Abraham Krasne

Alan Levitt
Renee Neuwald
Rita Newman
Esther Pastor

Barbara Rambach
Rebecca Robin
Sol Robinowitz

Gilbert Schechtman
Morris and Rae Schechtman

Anna Shapiro
Morton Solomon

Max Springer
Charles R. Stidham

Dave Sylvan
Norman Tugenberg

Irvine Ungerman
Maynard Ungerman

Louis and Hermine Weiss
Charles West
Joel Zeligson

In Honor Of
Barbara Moss and Ron Saliman, 

with prayers for healing
High Holiday Services 

Jennifer Joels, for perfect healing  
Rabbi Fitzerman, in appreciation

Brian Brouse, in appreciation
Rabbi Kaiman, in appreciation



Winterlight Winterlight 
at the Synagogueat the Synagogue
on December 18on December 18

The Synagogue The Synagogue 
Does Chanukah at the Does Chanukah at the 

Gathering Place Gathering Place 
on December 22on December 22

Watch your mail for details!Watch your mail for details!



november | heshvan-kislev
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab  
5:30 PM
  Weekday Service
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

3 4
5:30 PM
  Friday Service
6:06 PM Candles

5
9:30 AM 
  Shabbat Morning 
7:03 PM Havdalah

6
9:00 AM ShulSchool
10:00 AM
  Intro to Judaism
10:00 AM
  Shema: Baby Music
5:30 PM
  Seventeenth  
  Street Deli

7 8
7:00 PM  
  Board of Directors

9
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab  
5:30 PM
  Weekday Service
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

10
7:00 PM
  Blatt and Blue

11
5:30 PM
  Friday Service
5:00 PM Candles

12
9:30 AM 
  Shabbat Morning |
  Bar Mitzvah of 
  Simon Jeffy 
5:58 PM Havdalah

13  
9:00 AM ShulSchool
10:00 AM
  Intro to Judaism

14 15 16
11:30 AM 
  Lifelong Learners 
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab  
5:30 PM
  Weekday Service
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

17 18
5:30 PM
  Friday Service
4:56 PM Candles
6:15 PM 
  Shabbat Dinner
7:00 PM
  Shabbat for 
  Everyone

19 
9:30 AM 
  Shabbat Morning
5:54 PM Havdalah

20
9:00 AM  
  ShulSchool Family 
  Day of Service
10:00 AM
  Intro to Judaism

21 22 23
5:30 PM
  Weekday Service

24 25
5:30 PM
  Friday Service
4:52 PM Candles 

26
9:30 AM 
  Shabbat Morning
5:52 PM Havdalah

27 28 29 30
4:00 PM
  Hebrew Lab  
5:30 PM
  Weekday Service
7:00 PM
  Midrasha

Erev Sukkot

Thanksgiving Day

Torah: Vayeira

Preschool and 
Offices Closed

Torah: Lech-Lecha

No Hebrew Lab
Thanksgiving Break Torah: Toldot

Torah: Chayei Sara

Preschool and 
Offices Closed

No ShulSchool 
Thanksgiving Break



Wednesday, Nov. 23 - 29 Heshvan
Irving Cohen

Betty Frey
Mildred Goltz

Marjorie Rubin

Thursday, Nov. 24 - 30 Heshvan
Jake Feldgreber

Cathy Golzar
Alfred Herbert Klein

James S. Kohn

Friday, Nov. 25 - 1 Kislev
Julius Bankoff

Marshall R. Carter
Claudia Heyman
Soliman Khalil

Benjamin Raymond

Saturday, Nov. 26 - 2 Kislev
Helen Kassel
Lillian Kopp

Felix B. Weinberg

Sunday, Nov. 27 - 3 Kislev
Irwin Friedman

Sadie Klein
Seymour Marcum
Ralph David Rozen

Monday, Nov. 28 - 4 Kislev
Dorothy Cohen

Anna Mae Hansen
Harry Aaron Harris

Max Pepper
Beverly Jeffy Raines

Bernice Krasne Springer
Isabel Ward

Tuesday, Nov. 29 - 5 Kislev
David Z. Gollub
Blossom Oram

Dr. Stuart Rosenthal

Wednesday, Nov. 30 - 6 Kislev
Sam Blattstein

Rose “Bubbie” Borg
Lillian Geboff

Anni Andris Goldberg

YAHRTZEIT CALENDAR                  — 7 HESHVAN THROUGH 6 KISLEV

Tuesday, Nov. 1 - 7 Heshvan
Nathan Apt
Ethel Atkins

Jan Baum
Lance Michael Dubois

Morris Dundee
Sylvia Frank

Sadie Gelfand
Isaac Levin

Harry Lewiskin
Louis D. Toll

Angelina Valarde
Chaye H. Viner

Wednesday, Nov. 2 - 8 Heshvan
Clara Borochoff
Silvan Levinson

Lillian Rips
Marjorie Singer

Thursday, Nov. 3 - 9 Heshvan
Henry R. Dan

Eddie Jacobson
Fannie Skuy

Friday, Nov. 4 - 10 Heshvan
Jack Gelfand
Kate Kaiser
Carl Sokolof

Saturday, Nov. 5 - 11 Heshvan
Bessie Blend

Bernard M. Bloch
Carmen Breeding

Ben Dritch
Bernard Jeffy
Anna Kaiser

Sunday, Nov. 6 - 12 Heshvan
Milton Morris Cohen

Tyson Dines
Sam Kaplan
Helen Kirs

Monday, Nov. 7 - 13 Heshvan
Lottie Jackson
Toni Neuwald
Leon Pastor

Benjamin Ralph Poznik
Molly Ratner

Jean Shilder
Louis R. Travis

Tuesday, Nov. 8 - 14 Heshvan
Rabbi Howard Rabinowitz

Joseph Satin
Joseph Shwatshkin
William Ungerman

Wednesday, Nov. 9 - 15 Heshvan
Rose Brouse Gold

Abraham Cash
Jules Sanders

Charles Richard Stidham, Sr.
Jacob Tublin

Thursday, Nov. 10 - 16 Heshvan
Leona Carter
Mary Spears

Friday, Nov. 11 - 17 Heshvan
Michael Frank

Taube Yekusiel Globe
Sara Lichtman Robison

Saturday, Nov. 12 - 18 Heshvan
Jessie Finston

Bernard Storch
William Weise

Sunday, Nov. 13 - 19 Heshvan
Sara Kahan

Gussie Moskowitz
Dr. Jerry Plost

Elizabeth Sollosy

Monday, Nov. 14 - 20 Heshvan
Daniel Bennett Cohen

Deanna Dinar
Fannie Heyman

Bebe Kantor
Sol Shalom

Morris B. Taubman

Tuesday, Nov. 15 - 21 Heshvan
Ann Beerman
Zalman Dob

Mordechai Fell
Harry Louis Golden

Wednesday, Nov. 16 - 22 Heshvan
Gittel Arcader

Ronna Taxon Einhorn
Florence Katz

Jennie Sarah Leff
Beatrice Narotzky

Shlomo B. Paru
Ida Pertofsky

Thursday, Nov. 17 - 23 Heshvan
Abraham Gordon
Alexander Haas

Friday, Nov. 18 - 24 Heshvan
Sandi Arbital

Herman Cyter
Doris Wain Lenske

Dorothy Miller

Saturday, Nov. 19 - 25 Heshvan
Louis Blend
Joel Lynd

Dolores Nesbit
Rosalyn W. Price

Louis Secan

Sunday, Nov. 20 - 26 Heshvan
Nathan Berelowitz

Norita Wyse Berman
William Cohen
Ernest Henzel

Etta Hersh
Terry Hurst

Marion Skuy

Monday, Nov. 21 - 27 Heshvan
Stuart Goodall
Michael Polay

Tuesday, Nov. 22 - 28 Heshvan
Kenneth Brown

Ida Dundee Collins
Haym Dov Glenn

Leah Glenn
Reta Gold

Julius Jacobson
Lili Katz

Leo Lederman
Nathan A. Rubin

May their souls be bound up in the bond of life everlasting. Please note that each yahrtzeit begins at sunset on the day before the date listed. 
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