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MASTHEAD

ON THE COVER

The little colored boxes on our cover this
month are part of a non-traditional Omer calendar.

That’s the chart that traditionally marks the
days between Passover at one end and Shavu’ot

at the other. At their point of origin, the 
Omer calendar was a simple countdown:
forty-nine days between one holiday and 
another. But the tradition —especially the

Kabbalah —has since embroidered each day
in the series with a set of attributes and

possibilities. The Synagogue hopes to explore
some of these this year, but take a look at the

article on page 5 of this edition. Barbecue!
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CONGREGATION B’NAI EMUNAH
1719 South Owasso  Tulsa, Oklahoma  74120

Office: (918) 583-7121  School: (918) 585-KIDS  
Fax: (918) 747-9696  Website: www.tulsagogue.com

MILESTONES
  BIRTHS

Julius Zigmond, born to Leslie Sanditen and Frank Zig-
mond, and brother of Scott. Julius is the grandson of Jolene 
Sanditen and Dr. Rosalyn Zigmond. The family will celebrate 
a Zoom bris and naming ceremony on Sunday April 11 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Synagogue Zoom Room. All are welcome 
to celebrate with the family. 

  IN MEMORIAM

Alan Levitt
Father of Matt (Sara) Levitt

Lucretia Jo Myers
Step-mother of Greg (Cheryl) Myers

  TODAH RABBAH

We are deeply grateful to those who have become part of 
our renewed effort to provide home-cooked meals to those 
members of our congregation in need. Thanks to:

Shelly Aberson
Alin Avitan

Dr. Rick Cohen
Marcy and Michael Cyter

Meagan Dickenson
Dr. Jan Finer

Carol Mandlebaum
Terry Marcum

Nina Myer 
Joan Neidell

Debby Raskin

  MAZAL TOV

To Aida Nozick who was recently hired as Director of the 
Jewish Federation of Tulsa. Aida will be moving to Tulsa this 
summer with her twin teenagers, Daniel and Leah.

To Barry Friedman on his recently published book, The 
Joke Was On Me: A Comedian’s Memoir. Barry spoke about 
his book at Magic City Books with Jennifer Taub.

 
Marc B. Fitzerman and Daniel S. Kaiman * .............. Rabbis
Dr. Elana Newman ...............................................  President
Dr. John Schumann..................... Executive Vice President
Ross Heyman .................................................Vice President
Mark Goldman ...............................................Vice President 
Sally Donaldson ......................................................Treasurer
Nancy Cohen ......................................................... Secretary
Jeremy Rabinowitz ........ Synagogue Foundation President
Hillary Roubein ................................... Sisterhood President
Sara Levitt .................Director of Jewish Life and Learning 
Eric Hunker ...............................................Program Director
Rick Gratch .....................................................Administrator
Shelli Wright .......................................... Preschool Director
Happie Hoffman  ..................................Artist-in-Residence
Brigid Kelley & Cheryl Myers .........Co-Staff, Office Wing
Nancy Cohen ........................... Sisterhood Gift Shop Chair

 *Both Rabbis are affiliated with the Rabbinical Assembly 
of the Conservative Movement.

Yahrtzeits and Kaddish
Every Friday Afternoon
at 5:45 p.m. on Zoom

918 583 7121



THE APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
      TWO RABBIS AND... | EVERY FRIDAY   TWO RABBIS AND... | EVERY FRIDAY 

Every Friday at 11:00 a.m., our rabbis convene a weekly con-
versation to reflect on pertinent topics of the day, interview 
special guests, and talk about ideas relevant to Synagogue 
life. They hope you’ll join them. Sessions take place on April 
2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. Zoom meeting ID: 918 583 7121.

  SHABBAT TOGETHER | FRIDAY EVENINGS  SHABBAT TOGETHER | FRIDAY EVENINGS
As days and weeks go by, our tradition asks that we take time 
to pause, reflect, and enjoy time together. Shabbat Together 
is a short, digital gathering where we take a few moments to 
pause with community as we enter Shabbat. The content is 
songs for the Shabbat table and it always starts at 6:00 p.m. 
A weekly Yahrtzeit service precedes this experience at 5:45 
p.m. The sessions this month are April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. 
Zoom meeting ID: 918 583 7121.

  PANIM EL PANIM | SATURDAY MORNINGS  PANIM EL PANIM | SATURDAY MORNINGS
Our tradition speaks of a special power that exists when a Our tradition speaks of a special power that exists when a 
group of people gathers together for prayer. group of people gathers together for prayer. Panim el Panim Panim el Panim 
is a live broadcast service led by Rabbis Kaiman and Fitzer-is a live broadcast service led by Rabbis Kaiman and Fitzer-
man. Rooted in our in-person Shabbat morning service, we man. Rooted in our in-person Shabbat morning service, we 
spend time singing, reflecting, studying Torah, and connect-spend time singing, reflecting, studying Torah, and connect-
ing. Services begin at 10:00 a.m. The dates for Panim el Pa-ing. Services begin at 10:00 a.m. The dates for Panim el Pa-
nim services are April 3, 10, 17, and 24.  Zoom meeting ID: nim services are April 3, 10, 17, and 24.  Zoom meeting ID: 
918 583 7121918 583 7121..

      BAKER’S DOZEN | TUESDAY & THURSDAY  BAKER’S DOZEN | TUESDAY & THURSDAY
After a brief winter hiatus, our cookie-baking program is 
back in full swing, and we need bakers! We’re collecting 
cookies, bars, and other single-serving baked goods every 
Tuesday and Thursday morning and delivering them right 
away to frontline workers around the city. Any donation of 
baked goods is deeply appreciated; reach out to Eric Hunker 
at ehunker@bnaiemunah.com, and we’ll work you into the 
schedule as smoothly as we work our pastry dough! All of our 
recipients have been deeply grateful. 

1       BITTER EVENING: TALK AND TASTING  BITTER EVENING: TALK AND TASTING
It’s one of the essential tastes of Passover. At the Seder, we It’s one of the essential tastes of Passover. At the Seder, we 
eat the bitter herb to remind us of the bitterness of oppres-eat the bitter herb to remind us of the bitterness of oppres-
sion. In her book, sion. In her book, Bitter,Bitter, culinary author Jennifer McLagan  culinary author Jennifer McLagan 
argues that the flavor’s complexity invites a special sort of argues that the flavor’s complexity invites a special sort of 
attention. In partnership with Magic City Books, we’re ex-attention. In partnership with Magic City Books, we’re ex-
cited to welcome Jennifer McLagan to the Synagogue as she cited to welcome Jennifer McLagan to the Synagogue as she 
shares insights from her book and leads us in a tasting expe-shares insights from her book and leads us in a tasting expe-
rience. The cost of the event is $36. Each registration comes rience. The cost of the event is $36. Each registration comes 
with a copy of the book and all the supplies you’ll need for with a copy of the book and all the supplies you’ll need for 
the tasting. To register, visit our website, the tasting. To register, visit our website, tulsagogue.comtulsagogue.com. . 
Once registered you’ll receive information about how to Once registered you’ll receive information about how to 
pick up your pick up your Bitter BoxBitter Box in advance of the program. in advance of the program.

4       END-OF-PASSOVER PIZZA DEAL  END-OF-PASSOVER PIZZA DEAL
Satisfy your Satisfy your chamaytz chamaytz cravings with a special pizza meal cravings with a special pizza meal 
deal through the Synagogue. In partnership with Andolini’s deal through the Synagogue. In partnership with Andolini’s 
Pizza, we’re delighted to offer an end-of-Passover pizza ex-Pizza, we’re delighted to offer an end-of-Passover pizza ex-
perience. Our special deal includes two 14-inch, two-top-perience. Our special deal includes two 14-inch, two-top-
ping pizzas and one order of Detroit Bread for just $29.99. ping pizzas and one order of Detroit Bread for just $29.99. 
There’s also a $40 version; please watch for menu details. There’s also a $40 version; please watch for menu details. 
And remember to ask for the And remember to ask for the Synagogue Post-Passover Synagogue Post-Passover 
DealDeal when you order over the phone. The Tulsa branch is  when you order over the phone. The Tulsa branch is 
(918) 728-6111. The Jenks location is (918) 701-3701. (918) 728-6111. The Jenks location is (918) 701-3701. 

12       INTRO: PART 1  INTRO: PART 1
Looking to know more? Uncover traditions and build com-Looking to know more? Uncover traditions and build com-
munity as part of our munity as part of our INTROINTRO program. In partnership with the  program. In partnership with the 
American Jewish University, we’re delighted to offer Part 1 American Jewish University, we’re delighted to offer Part 1 
of this eighteen-session course in April and May. We’ll offer of this eighteen-session course in April and May. We’ll offer 
Parts 2 and 3 this summer and fall for someone looking for Parts 2 and 3 this summer and fall for someone looking for 
the whole course experience. The six classes for Part 1 will the whole course experience. The six classes for Part 1 will 
take place on Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. It’s take place on Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. It’s 
just $18 to register for the learning experience. No matter just $18 to register for the learning experience. No matter 
your starting point, we think there’s always room to keep your starting point, we think there’s always room to keep 
studying together. Visit studying together. Visit tulsagogue.com/introtulsagogue.com/intro to register  to register 
and see the full course calendar.and see the full course calendar.

15       BLATT  BLATT++ BLUE: BLESSED IS THE MATCH BLUE: BLESSED IS THE MATCH
Our ongoing film and television series, BlattOur ongoing film and television series, Blatt++Blue, spot-Blue, spot-
lights film and television enthusiasts David Blatt and Alice lights film and television enthusiasts David Blatt and Alice 
Blue. This month they’ll discuss Blue. This month they’ll discuss Blessed is the MatchBlessed is the Match, the , the 
story of Hannah Senesh, a Hungarian-Jewish poet who was story of Hannah Senesh, a Hungarian-Jewish poet who was 
captured by Nazis while trying to rescue Jews during WWII. captured by Nazis while trying to rescue Jews during WWII. 
This month’s installment is presented in partnership with the This month’s installment is presented in partnership with the 
Tulsa Council for Holocaust Education. Join the discussion Tulsa Council for Holocaust Education. Join the discussion 
in our Zoom room: in our Zoom room: 918 583 7121918 583 7121. Starting time is 7:00 p.m.. Starting time is 7:00 p.m.
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Yahrtzeits
Our next session will take place on Wednesday

June 3 at 5:00 p.m. You'll find us at
Zoom with this ID: 918-583-7121

Check Out FaceBook for

Featuring Happie Hoffman and Company
Our Ancestors and Ourselves
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FROM RABBI FITZERMAN
  THE END OF THE TUNNEL

Many things still stand in the way. Vaccine hesitancy. Vac-Many things still stand in the way. Vaccine hesitancy. Vac-
cination of the unprivileged. Unknown variants that might be cination of the unprivileged. Unknown variants that might be 
vaccine-resistant. But it looks like there is reason for optimism. vaccine-resistant. But it looks like there is reason for optimism. 
Despite the need to be cautious and protective, the weight of Despite the need to be cautious and protective, the weight of 
the pandemic is beginning to lift. In many places in the country, the pandemic is beginning to lift. In many places in the country, 
new cases are declining. Hospitals report fewer calls for intensive new cases are declining. Hospitals report fewer calls for intensive 
care. As of this writing, the likelihood of fatality has markedly care. As of this writing, the likelihood of fatality has markedly 
declined in Tulsa and elsewhere. It won’t be over until its over, declined in Tulsa and elsewhere. It won’t be over until its over, 
but on most days my own pulse isn’t racing quite as wildly.but on most days my own pulse isn’t racing quite as wildly.

What that means is that we can begin to plan again. With a What that means is that we can begin to plan again. With a 
little bit of luck, we’ll be closed for the spring but cautiously little bit of luck, we’ll be closed for the spring but cautiously 
experimenting with small in-person events for late summer. As experimenting with small in-person events for late summer. As 
long as cases continue to drop, there’s a chance that we’ll be long as cases continue to drop, there’s a chance that we’ll be 
together for the High Holidays. I may be forced to eat those together for the High Holidays. I may be forced to eat those 
words, but I always want to be on the side of optimism.words, but I always want to be on the side of optimism.

And I certainly want to be on the side of gratitude. For those And I certainly want to be on the side of gratitude. For those 
who have already been fully vaccinated, I’d like to suggest who have already been fully vaccinated, I’d like to suggest 
that you mark the moment so that it doesn’t disappear into a that you mark the moment so that it doesn’t disappear into a 
dim memory of this experience. The tradition offers a host of dim memory of this experience. The tradition offers a host of 
possibilities. The top of the list is always tzedakah. Choose a possibilities. The top of the list is always tzedakah. Choose a 
cause or an institution that reflects your values and then make cause or an institution that reflects your values and then make 
a contribution for the good of the community.  Two possibilities  a contribution for the good of the community.  Two possibilities  
are the World Health Organization and the National Foundation are the World Health Organization and the National Foundation 
for Infectious Diseases. Both have easily discoverable websites for Infectious Diseases. Both have easily discoverable websites 
and both are set up to accept donations. and both are set up to accept donations. 

I would also think about the rituals of mourning and purifi-I would also think about the rituals of mourning and purifi-
cation. At the end of shiva, on the morning of the seventh day, cation. At the end of shiva, on the morning of the seventh day, 
mourners traditionally end the first phase of bereavement by mourners traditionally end the first phase of bereavement by 
opening the front door and circling the block. It signals a readiness opening the front door and circling the block. It signals a readiness 
to engage with the world again, and make the first transition to engage with the world again, and make the first transition 
back to a version of normalcy. However long you have to wait back to a version of normalcy. However long you have to wait 
for the second vaccination to take hold (Pfizer or Moderna), I for the second vaccination to take hold (Pfizer or Moderna), I 
would mark the end of the waiting period with that ritual act.would mark the end of the waiting period with that ritual act.

And finally, there is the possibility of mikveh. In all the ways And finally, there is the possibility of mikveh. In all the ways 
a mikveh is used, it is always about the rebirth of possibility. We a mikveh is used, it is always about the rebirth of possibility. We 
have opened our mikveh for just this purpose. With the help of have opened our mikveh for just this purpose. With the help of 
our staff, along with Betty Lehman and Rachel Gold, you may our staff, along with Betty Lehman and Rachel Gold, you may 
now make an appointment whenever you are fully vaccinated. now make an appointment whenever you are fully vaccinated. 
We will help you through the ritual of three immersions, along We will help you through the ritual of three immersions, along 
with a liturgy appropriate to the experience of the pandemic. with a liturgy appropriate to the experience of the pandemic. 
We think that many people will find renewal in this exercise.We think that many people will find renewal in this exercise.

APRIL [CONTINUED]
(continued from page 3)(continued from page 3)

17   MORNING MINDFULNESS  MORNING MINDFULNESS
Moments of reflection are increasingly rare in the busy lives Moments of reflection are increasingly rare in the busy lives 
we lead. But spiritual practice invites us to set aside time to we lead. But spiritual practice invites us to set aside time to 
do exactly that. We practice to familiarize ourselves with old do exactly that. We practice to familiarize ourselves with old 
and new ways of being. Artist-in-Residence Happie Hoffman and new ways of being. Artist-in-Residence Happie Hoffman 
alongside Rabbi Kaiman will guide us in a morning of medita-alongside Rabbi Kaiman will guide us in a morning of medita-
tion and mindfulness on Shabbat morning, April 17 at 8:30 tion and mindfulness on Shabbat morning, April 17 at 8:30 
a.m. The hour-long session is designed both as a lead-in to our a.m. The hour-long session is designed both as a lead-in to our 
Panim-el-Panim celebration or as a stand-alone experience. Panim-el-Panim celebration or as a stand-alone experience. 
We’ll see you in the Synagogue Zoom Room: We’ll see you in the Synagogue Zoom Room: 918 583 7121918 583 7121. . 
For more, contact Rabbi Kaiman.For more, contact Rabbi Kaiman.

18   B-MITZVAH FAMILY PROGRAM  B-MITZVAH FAMILY PROGRAM
Sixth-grade families are invited to join us for the second of Sixth-grade families are invited to join us for the second of 
three sessions in this series of preparation and learning for three sessions in this series of preparation and learning for 
b’nai mitzvah families.  Students and parents will learn togeth-b’nai mitzvah families.  Students and parents will learn togeth-
er to help lay a foundation for the preparatory year ahead of er to help lay a foundation for the preparatory year ahead of 
a bar or bat Mitzvah. The B-Mitzvah program begins at 10:30 a bar or bat Mitzvah. The B-Mitzvah program begins at 10:30 
a.m. alongside the morning of ShulSchool studies. For ques-a.m. alongside the morning of ShulSchool studies. For ques-
tions, please contact Morah Sara at tions, please contact Morah Sara at slevitt@bnaiemunah.comslevitt@bnaiemunah.com..

19   CITIZENSHIP CLASS BEGINS  CITIZENSHIP CLASS BEGINS
We’re delighted to share that our Citizenship Class will resume We’re delighted to share that our Citizenship Class will resume 
this spring. We are now looking for volunteers to support our this spring. We are now looking for volunteers to support our 
instructor in an online Zoom experience to prepare refugees instructor in an online Zoom experience to prepare refugees 
and immigrants in our community to become U.S. citizens. and immigrants in our community to become U.S. citizens. 
Classes meet Monday and Wednesday evenings from 7:00 Classes meet Monday and Wednesday evenings from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Volunteers will be asked to lead small-group p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Volunteers will be asked to lead small-group 
learning and practice in breakout rooms, as well as offer sup-learning and practice in breakout rooms, as well as offer sup-
port to both the teacher and students. No teaching or Citi-port to both the teacher and students. No teaching or Citi-
zenship Test knowledge necessary. While students will attend zenship Test knowledge necessary. While students will attend 
both classes, volunteers can sign up for just one day a week both classes, volunteers can sign up for just one day a week 
to participate. The course begins Monday, April 19, and runs to participate. The course begins Monday, April 19, and runs 
through July 26. Know someone preparing for the Citizenship through July 26. Know someone preparing for the Citizenship 
Test? We’d love for them to join us as well. Please be in touch Test? We’d love for them to join us as well. Please be in touch 
with Morah Sara at with Morah Sara at slevitt@bnaiemunah.comslevitt@bnaiemunah.com  with questionswith questions..

22   BRAIDING WITH BRAE | CHALLAH ART  BRAIDING WITH BRAE | CHALLAH ART
Why do we braid challah? To make it beautiful. The more beau-Why do we braid challah? To make it beautiful. The more beau-
tiful we can braid, the more beautiful our challah. Our own tiful we can braid, the more beautiful our challah. Our own 
Brae Riley is a talented braiding artist who regularly shares his Brae Riley is a talented braiding artist who regularly shares his 
accomplished artistry during our Zoom celebrations. For this accomplished artistry during our Zoom celebrations. For this 
workshop, Brae will help us develop our skills and deepen our workshop, Brae will help us develop our skills and deepen our 
bread braiding toolkit. Visit our website or call the Synagogue bread braiding toolkit. Visit our website or call the Synagogue 
office to reserve free challah dough to pick up for this interac-office to reserve free challah dough to pick up for this interac-
tive experience, or feel free to make your favorite dough and tive experience, or feel free to make your favorite dough and 
have it ready for braiding along with us. It all begins at 7:00 have it ready for braiding along with us. It all begins at 7:00 
p.m. in the Synagogue Zoom Room (p.m. in the Synagogue Zoom Room (918 583 7121918 583 7121). ). 

Blatt + Blue ON APRIL 15 at 7:00 p.m.

BLESSED IS THE MATCH
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FROM RABBI KAIMAN
  LET ALL COME AND EAT

With any luck, this edition of the Messenger will arrive in 
your hands as you’re still feeling full from the Passover sed-
er. One of the most powerful gestures of that ritual evening 
is when we swing open our front doors and state aloud to all 
those gathered, “Let all who are hungry come and eat.” 

Growing up, it was often the kids who got to run to the front 
door and facilitate this experience. I always secretly hoped 
that someone would walk by our suburban residence and take 
us up on the offer. Of course, that never happened. The pri-
mary reason being that except for the occasional dog-walker, 
there weren’t any passersby.

But even if there was someone in need of a meal walking 
by our house at the exact moment we threw open our doors, 
the likelihood that they would sit at our table is next to none. 
Why? Because it is difficult to receive the generosity of an-
other. For some, they do not feel deserving of the gesture. For 
others, there is shame or embarrassment in admitting that 
help is needed. 

Some of you may have noticed a new practice we’ve begun 
on the Synagogue website. Since February, we have added two 
options to every meal reservation form. When ordering food 
for yourself and your family, you can now select “Donate a 
meal.” You’ll be charged an additional fee for the cost of that 
meal, and we’ll do our part to share your generosity. 

The second option is “complimentary meal,” and it rep-
resents one way we do our part to share what others give. If 
someone finds themselves in need of assistance, they can 
claim a meal free of charge. There is no application to fill out, 
no phone number to call, no email exchange to ask for help. 
We hope this represents a dignified way to access our commu-
nity’s generosity without any of the overhangs that sometimes 
get in the way. 

We’ll be trying out this new practice for the next little while. 
And I’m happy to report that so far, it seems to be working. 
The ritual act of throwing open our doors may only apply to 
Seder night, but at the Synagogue, we hope those doors always 
remain open.

If you’d like to help us by underwriting the cost of even more 
meals associated with Synagogue programming, please be in 
touch. Please think of me as the one standing at the open door.

TWO RABBIS AND...

Fridays at 11 a.m.| Zoom us at 918 583 7121

25   TO  TO++GATHER: GO YIDDISH!GATHER: GO YIDDISH!
Bubbeleh! Let’s explore Yiddish, the powerful and enchanting Bubbeleh! Let’s explore Yiddish, the powerful and enchanting 
cultural reference point that invites us to share our history as cultural reference point that invites us to share our history as 
we explore its complexity. Toolboxes with materials and activ-we explore its complexity. Toolboxes with materials and activ-
ities will be delivered to your home. In addition, we’ll gather at ities will be delivered to your home. In addition, we’ll gather at 
3:00 p.m. on Zoom for a story, movement, and puppetry ex-3:00 p.m. on Zoom for a story, movement, and puppetry ex-
perience together. Please contact Morah Sara to learn more, perience together. Please contact Morah Sara to learn more, 
or make sure your child is on our distribution list. or make sure your child is on our distribution list. 

29   BARBECUE BA-OMER  BARBECUE BA-OMER
From the second day of Passover until Shavu’ot, we mark each From the second day of Passover until Shavu’ot, we mark each 
day with a ritual practice called day with a ritual practice called Sefirat ha-OmerSefirat ha-Omer. The thir-. The thir-
ty-third day of this practice is called ty-third day of this practice is called Lag ba-OmerLag ba-Omer and is tra- and is tra-
ditionally marked with bonfires and cookouts. We like this idea ditionally marked with bonfires and cookouts. We like this idea 
very much and have partnered with a local BBQ team to pro-very much and have partnered with a local BBQ team to pro-
vide an authentic, kosher, BBQ platter for pickup and picnic. vide an authentic, kosher, BBQ platter for pickup and picnic. 
Make your reservations in advance on the Synagogue website Make your reservations in advance on the Synagogue website 
and swing by the Synagogue between 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. and swing by the Synagogue between 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
to pick up your dinners. We think that this is going to be the to pick up your dinners. We think that this is going to be the 
great beginning of an annual celebration!great beginning of an annual celebration!

MAY: LOOKING AHEAD
4       MILLENNIALS: MORE IS MORE  MILLENNIALS: MORE IS MORE

9       SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB  SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB

12       MIDRASHA YEAR-END CELEBRATION  MIDRASHA YEAR-END CELEBRATION

13       BLATT  BLATT++BLUEBLUE

16       NAOMI/MARA: WOMEN IN RECOVERY  NAOMI/MARA: WOMEN IN RECOVERY

17-18          SHAVU’OT: YOM TOV CELEBRATION     SHAVU’OT: YOM TOV CELEBRATION

21       SHABBAT TAKE-OUT | BOARD INSTALLATION  SHABBAT TAKE-OUT | BOARD INSTALLATION

23      SEVENTEENTH STREET DELI TO GO SEVENTEENTH STREET DELI TO GO

APRIL [CONCLUDED]

CALL RABBI DAN KAIMAN at 918.583.7121 
TO TALK ABOUT SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP.
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  BECOMING OUR BEST SELVES

One of the more magical things that has happened during 
the pandemic is the opening of learning possibilities. In the 
realm of Jewish education and Jewish communal profes-
sionals, this means an explosion of courses and conferences, 
cohorts and experiences, that bring together folks from 
around the country to learn from experts from around the 
world. 

Late this winter, I participated in the Jewish Education 
Project’s seminar entitled Rethinking Leadership for Gen-
der Equity. This three-part series brought together Syna-
gogue professionals to look seriously at equity in our work-
places and our community. We explored ideas about power 
and bias, the wage gap, negotiation, conflicted resolution, 
communication, and leadership styles, all through the lens 
of gender and gender equity. Throughout each of the ses-
sions, we continued to wonder if our organizations and the 
larger Jewish community’s policies and practices in the 
workplace reflected our values. 

This work is not easy. It’s personal, and it’s difficult to ad-
mit when you have been wronged, felt uncomfortable, or 
didn’t know what you said or did was offensive to others. 
There is much to continue to learn in this space to ensure 
that we hold ourselves to the field’s highest standards. 

In the coming months, we’ll be working to understand 
more, alongside an organization called the Safety, Respect, 
and Equity Initiative. The SRE has been working in the van-
guard of the me-too movement to ensure that Jewish com-
munities around the country ask themselves these difficult 
questions and take steps toward ensuring safe, respectful, 
and equitable Jewish spaces. I look forward to reporting 
back on our progress and our efforts to push ourselves to be 
our very best selves.

GOVERNANCE
  VOTING

We’re happy to announce that a budget for the coming 
year of congregational life has been formulated and ap-
proved by the Board of Directors at its meeting in March. 
It now goes before the congregation for review and final ap-
proval. If you’d like to participate in this process, please tune 
in to the April Board Meeting on Tuesday evening, April 13, 
at 7:00 p.m.

We’ll follow a similar path for the election of Officers and 
Board Members. Nominations for the coming year include 
Dr. John Schumann (President); Ross Heyman and Mark 
Goldman (Vice Presidents); Sally Donaldson (Treasurer); 
and Nancy Cohen (Secretary). Presidential Appointees in-
clude David Charney, Jolene Sanditen, and Craig Silberg. 
Dr. Elana Newman will serve as Immediate Past President; 
and Jeremy Rabinowitz will serve as Foundation President.

All Board members elected to serve at this time last year 
will continue to fill out their two-year terms. Nominated for 
two year terms this year are: Noah Bleicher, Emily Melton 
Bolusky, Nancy Cohen, Barbara Eisen, Jake Lerner, Terry 
Marcum, Aaron Miller, Debby Raskin, Eric Richards, and 
Jolene Sanditen. In order to simplify our election during the 
pandemic, paper ballots will be mailed in early April. Please 
fill them out and return them in the enclosed envelope. Our 
installation of Officers and Board members will take place 
on Friday evening, May 21. A short Shabbat celebration will 
begin at 6:00 p.m., followed by Shabbat dinner, available for 
pick-up on Friday afternoon. The installation ceremony will 
begin at 7:00 and include remarks from outgoing president, 
Dr. Elana Newman, the incoming president, and Rabbis 
Fitzerman and Kaiman. All are invited!

PLEASE CONTACT SARA LEVITT TO VOLUNTEER IN THE SYNAGOGUE'S

CITIZENSHIP CLASS

Challah Braiding with Brae on April 22
ANDOLINI'S PIZZA
SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS

CALL YOUR BRANCH FOR A POST-PASSOVER



Blatt & Blue
A GREAT Series on Jewish Cinema and TelevIsion

HosteD by David Blatt and Alice Blue
in cooperation with the council for holocaust education

of the jewish federation of tulsa
See page 10 for Details 

BLESSED IS THE MATCH 
THE APRIL Selection

Zoom ConversatioN on 
THURSDAY, April 15, at 7:00 p.m.



DEPARTMENT OF VERY GOOD NEWS

BAKER’S DOZEN
Please drop your home-baked goods at the 

Synagogue every Tuesday and Thursday
so that we can wrap and deliver 
treats to Tulsa’s first responders.

   NEW TO THE FAMILY

The Synagogue is delighted to announce that Eric Hunker 
has joined our staff as Program Director and will be working 
on all aspects of Synagogue life in the months ahead. Eric’s 
gifts in music, communications technology, and event plan-
ning have already been a visible part of B’nai Emunah’s public 
profile, and we hope that many of our members will soon get a 
taste of his talents.

Eric has shaped his career as a singer-songwriter, educator, 
and community builder with his work around the Jewish world. 
Over the past decade, he has led programming and performed 
Jewish music on several continents for organizations such as 
BBYO, Hillel International, the Institute for Southern Jew-
ish Life, Limmud Festivals, and March of the Living. He has 
dedicated much of his adulthood to deepening relationships 
through communal singing, exploring the science and art of 
making meaningful memories, and facilitating conversations 
around healthy Jewish masculinity. 

After moving from Austin, Texas a little over four years ago, 
Eric has called Tulsa home. As one of the vanguard success-
es of Tulsa Tomorrow, he has found himself deeply invested in 
the warmth of the Tulsa Jewish community and is excited to 
continue to develop his role within it. In his words, “I’ve lived 
in nine cities, six states, and two countries. There’s something 
truly special about Tulsa.”

Eric is the second program specialist to join the Synagogue 
in the past several months. Just before the pandemic, B’nai 
Emunah engaged Happie Hoffman thanks to a special grant 
for a new artist-in-residence. Eric regularly partners with Hap-
pie onstage and collaborates with her on program initiatives 
with BBYO. 

As the pandemic eases, you will see more of Eric in the cen-
ter of Synagogue life, meeting and greeting as we stitch our-
selves back together as a warm and intimate family. He brings 
an intuitive sense of how people yearn to be joined with others 
and attach themselves to something larger than themselves. 
Welcome to B’nai Emunah, Eric Hunker!

8

FRAZA MITZVAH DAYS
The COVID-Safe Masked Men of 

Feenberg Rubin AZA would like to offer our
assistance to do odd jobs around your home.

Jobs can be scheduled on Wednesday afternoons
and on Sundays, from April to mid-June 2021.

We have no fee structure, but contributions
will be accepted to help us with
our annual BBYO programming.

To reserve a time, contact any of the following:

Kegan Doyle
(918) 284-3579

keganTD@gmail.com

Dylan Wagman
(918) 857-0032

dwag218@gmail.com

Jacob Irom
(918) 720-6907

JacobIrom@gmail.com



BARBECUE BA-OMER ON APRIL 29
  SEE PAGE 5 FOR DETAILS
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SPECIAL EVENTSSISTERHOOD
 BLATT+BLUE ON APRIL 15

In conjunction with our community’s annual observance 
of Yom Ha-Sho’ah, the Synagogue’s ongoing program on 
Jewish cinema and television will focus in April on Blessed 
is the Match. At age twenty-two, Hannah Senesh parachut-
ed into Nazi-occupied Europe in an effort to save the Jews 
of Hungary. As a poet and diarist, she left behind a body 
of work that has inspired generations. Filmed by documen-
tarian Roberta Grossman and narrated by Academy Award 
nominee Joan Allen, Blessed is the Match is the first film 
to present the life story of this remarkable, talented, and 
complex woman. 

This edition of Blatt + Blue is a cooperative project of the 
Synagogue and the Tulsa Council for Holocaust Education, 
a committee of community volunteers which enjoys ad-
ministrative and financial support provided by the Jewish 
Federation of Tulsa (JFT), the Sherwin Miller Museum of 
Jewish Art, and the Eva Unterman Holocaust Education 
Fund. The Council has focused this year on the theme of 
resistance. The story of Hannah Senesh raises important 
questions about the power of the individual and community 
mobilization. The film itself is an interesting combination of 
narration, reenactment, and filmed reminiscence. 

Blatt + Blue spotlights film and television enthusiasts Da-
vid Blatt and Alice Blue, who begin each session with a sum-
mary of the featured material. It means that you’ll be able to 
follow the conversation even if you have to delay your view-
ing of the film itself. After that, it’s questions and comments 
from the Zoom Room audience.

The film is currently available on Amazon Prime Video and 
may be rented for a three-day interval for a small fee. Join 
the Zoom event with David and Alice on Thursday evening, 
April 18, at 7:00 p.m. The Zoom meeting ID is 918 583 7121 
and the session will conclude at 8:00 p.m. If there is a film 
you’d like to see in these sessions in the future, please reach 
out to Eric Hunker at ehunker@bnaiemunah.com.

INTRO
It’s Rabbi Kaiman’s Introduction to Judaism 

Course. Please write him at rdk@bnaiemunah.com 
for details. See the note on page 3.

   SISTERHOOD ANNUAL MEETING

Save the date for Sisterhood’s Annual Meeting on May 
23, 2021. An announcement of time will be coming out 
soon. It is a virtual meeting, so the place is at your home!!

Important to the meeting is the election of new Officers 
and Board Members.  The Sisterhood Nominating Commit-
tee has announced the following women for a two-year term 
as officers: Roxanne Friedland (President); Randee Charney 
(Membership Vice President); Kristi Tarabolous (Treasurer); 
Rebecca Plunkett (Membership Secretary); Janet Dundee 
(Communications Secretary); and Hillary Roubein (Imme-
diate Past President).

The Board of Directors slate includes Molly Berger, Sha-
ron Cash, Nancy Cohen, Machelle Diemart, Rebecca Fine, 
Jan Finer, Jennifer Joels, Lori Leib Rosas, Carol Mandle-
baum, Joan Neidell, Sofia Nagda Noshay, Jillian Roberts, 
Adria Sanditen, Iris Sandler, and Carly Weinreb.

   GIFT SHOP WEBSITE

Nancy Cohen is excited to announce the new Sisterhood 
Gift Shop Website.  Here’s how you access it.

Go to www.tulsagogue.com. This is the address for the 
Synagogue website.  On the left side of the Home Page 
there is a heading for Sisterhood Gift Shop. Click on that 
heading and you will be taken to the Gift Shop page, which 
is posted in color and shows how to order.  

Nancy Cohen is always available to work with you on your 
order.  Contact her at nachac1256@gmail.com.

 Please note that all
 contributions for April

 will appear in the

 May Edition
of the Messenger



april | nisan-iyar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 PM
  A Bitter Evening |
  Talk and Tasting

2
11:00 AM
  Two Rabbis and...
5:45 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
6:00 PM
  Shabbat Together 
7:27 PM Candles
7:47 PM Sunset

3
10:00 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat and Yom 
  Tov Service 
7:55 PM Havdalah

4
10:00 AM
  ShulSchool
10:00 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Yom Tov Service 
7:56 PM Havdalah
Pizza Pick-Up

5 6
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff

7
4:00 PM 
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM 
  Midrasha

8
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff  

9
11:00 AM
  Two Rabbis and...
5:45 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service 
6:00 PM
  Shabbat Together
7:32 PM Candles 
7:52 PM Sunset

10
10:00 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat Service
8:00 PM Havdalah

11
10:00 AM
  ShulSchool

12
7:30 PM
  INTRO Begins

13
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff 
7:00 PM 
  Board of Directors

14
4:00 PM 
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM 
  Midrasha

15
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff 
7:00 PM 
  Blatt+Blue

16
11:00 AM
  Two Rabbis and...
5:45 PM
  Yahrtzeit Service
6:00 PM 
  Shabbat Together
7:38 PM Candles  
7:58 PM Sunset

17
8:30 AM 
  Morning Meditation
10:00 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat Service
8:05 PM Havdalah

18
10:00 AM
  ShulSchool
10:30 AM
  B-Mitzvah 
  Family Program 
1:00 PM
  Sisterhood 
  Book Club

  

19
7:00 PM 
  Citizenship Class 
  Begins
7:30 PM
  INTRO

20
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff

21
4:00 PM 
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM 
  Midrasha
7:00 Citizen Ship 
  Class Begins

22
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff
7:00 PM
  Braiding with Brae | 
  Challah Artistry 

23
11:00 AM
 Two Rabbis and...
 5:45 PM
 Yahrtzeit Service
6:00 PM 
 Shabbat Together
7:44 PM Candles  
8:04 PM Sunset

24
10:00 AM 
  Panim el Panim
  Shabbat Service
8:10 PM Havdalah

25
10:00 AM
  ShulSchool
3:00 PM
  To+Gather | Yiddish 

26
7:00 PM Citizenship
  Class
7:30 PM
  INTRO

27 
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff

28
4:00 PM 
  Hebrew Lab
7:00 PM 
  Midrasha
7:00 Citizenship 
  Class

29
10:00 AM 
  Baker’s Dozen
  Dropoff
6:00 PM
  BBQ Ba-Omer

30 
11:00 AM
 Two Rabbis and...
 5:45 PM
 Yahrtzeit Service
6:00 PM 
 Shabbat Together
7:50 PM Candles  
8:10 PM Sunset

Torah: Re’eh

Torah: 
Tazria-Metzora

Pesach V Pesach VII

Torah: Shmini

Rosh Chodesh 
Iyar

Pesach VI

Pesach VIII

Rosh Chodesh 
Iyar

Yom HaShoah

Yom HaZikaron Yom HaAtzma’ut

Torah: Achray 
Mot-Kedoshim

Lag Ba-Omer



Thursday, April 22 - 10 Iyar
Bess Fell Wolfe Green

Maurice Frank
Ray Bryan Miller

Bessie Starr

Friday, April 23 - 11 Iyar
Morris Goltz

Mildred Leff Paull

Saturday, April 24 - 12 Iyar
Eleanor Dorskind

Marcia Borg Jankowsky
Jean Pedott

Zdenka Weinberg

Sunday, April 25 - 13 Iyar
Alexander Rabkin
Ethel Rae Roberts

Fuller Scott

Monday, April 26 - 14 Iyar
Sander Davidson
Max Eichenberg

Sam Kosloff
Murle Mandlebaum

Patricia Sokol

Tuesday, April 27 - 15 Iyar
Hans Eichler
Joe Erdberg
Dora Freed

Jonathan Jeffy
Sidney Klein

Isidore S. Pertofsky
Rose Storch

Wednesday, April 28 - 16 Iyar
Max Gershowitz
Solomon Lack

Morris T. Lubin
Harriet Mizel Tannenbaum

Thursday, April 29 - 17 Iyar
Etta Silberg

Friday, April 30 - 18 Iyar
Jeanette Frieden
Theodore Geffen

Julie Jackson

-

YAHRTZEIT CALENDAR                  — 19 NISAN THROUGH 18 IYAR

Thursday, April 1 - 19 Nisan
Paula Ethel Bergman

Friday, April 2 - 20 Nisan
Alena Horska
Jacob Marks

Judah Zeldich

Saturday, April 3 - 21 Nisan
Harry Borg

Edward Cohen
Edward Isadore Cohen

Sam Goldstein
Herbert Kramer
Samuel Lenske

Randall H. Levin
Regina J. Milsten

Abraham Isaac Schwartz
Abraham Siegal

Sunday, April 4 - 22 Nisan
Esther Ginsberg
Morris Milsten

Abraham Minsky
Fred Preston

Shirley Rabinovitz

Tuesday, April 6 - 24 Nisan
Falik Kravetz

Jacqueline Payne
Michael Myer Roberts

S. Laurence “Larry” Sobel
Hyman Soclof

Robert Delos West

Wednesday, April 7 - 25 Nisan
Janie Glasser
Doris Lantz

Dr. J. B. Raffkind
Maurice Sanditen
Ethyle G. Travis
Sarah Wolfson

Evelyn D. Rosenthal Zankel

Thursday, April 8 - 26 Nisan
Abraham Gilenson

Norma Marcum
Richard Replogel

Dan H. Schusterman
Charles Trynin
Dorothy Turk

Anne Zechman Goltz
Bernice Zeldich

Friday, April 9 - 27 Nisan
Hal Fein

Mamie “May” Singer
Lillian Smith
Mayer Taxon

Saturday, April 10 - 28 Nisan
Esther Fell

Gordon Lantz
Louis Rich

Guss Zeldich

Sunday, April 11 - 29 Nisan
Rae Aaronson

Rose Mizel
Jay Newman
Albert Stein

Gladys Weinberg

Monday, April 12 - 30 Nisan
Matilda Krasne
Fannie Politzer

Gene John Roubal
Shaindel Singer

Jacob Skuy

Tuesday, April 13 - 1 Iyar
Hortense Alcouloumre

Isidore Goldman
Florence Jacobs

Sam Kassel
Harry Kirschner

Simon Levit
Chaye Sarokin

Dave Sylvan
Nathan Wittles

Wednesday, April 14 - 2 Iyar
Beverly Kaiman

Thursday, April 15 - 3 Iyar
Miriam Abravanel

Sharna Frank
Morton Lehrman
Bertha Lehrman

Friday, April 16 - 4 Iyar
Srul Gornic
Jacob Miller

Dorothea Beatrice Rozen
Susie Wallach

Saturday, April 17 - 5 Iyar
Jacob L. Cardin

Ruth Rabkin Cohen
Miriam Davis

Sol Katz
Irene Rothbaum

Sunday, April 18 - 6 Iyar
Frances (Melton) Carlson

Phillip Brown
Rae Schechtman Moran

Isaac Shwatshkin
Abe Smith

Monday, April 19 - 7 Iyar
Joseph LeVine

Dr. Meyer Pedott
Isaac Roubein

Tuesday, April 20 - 8 Iyar
Louis Blum

Florence J. Cardin
Rose Finston

Celia Fischbein
Shirley Greenberg

Dorothy Katz
Joan Kessler

Irene Kopelman
Jennie Stekoll Solow

Arthur Taubman

Wednesday, April 21 - 9 Iyar
Anne Brodsky

Edward J. Prussack
Charles Ravitz

Sonia Thelma Yasgur Schwartz

May their souls be bound up in the bond of life everlasting. Please note that each yahrtzeit begins at sunset on the day before the date listed. 
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